Fears or Repentance: } 


Or, A further 
Narrative of the Progreſs of the Goſpel 3 


Amongſt the 


INDIANS 
N E W-E NGLAND 


etting forth, not only their preſent ſtate $ 
” andcondition, but ſundry Confeſſions of fin & 
by diverſe of the ſaid Indians, wrought upon $ : 
by che ſaving Power ofthe Goſpel > Together & = 4 
_ withche manifeſtation of their Faith and Flope © 1 
in Jeſu-(hrift, and the Work of Grace upon : Jy 
their Hearts. | ; 
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Related by Mr. Eljer and Mr. Maybe, two Faithful Liborery 
in that Work of the Lord... 
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$ eos and. Comfort 0 ſuch 45 wiſh well thereinto.. Je 


Flax, ſoul Wn uot quench, 


_——_——ET 


Londen: Printed by Peter C oe in oak Hall, EY are to Sold a 
his Shop, at the Sign of the Printing-Pceb i ia Cornhil, 


Þ 
od 
MA 
Ns 
Þ 
<< 
<Þ 
+ 
* 
+* 
+ 
> 
+ 
+ 
+ 
* , 
o® 
> 
> 
NI 
+ 
: 
py 
Þ 
E 
Nag 
te 
oc 
+ 
* 
<< 
: 


%- 
* 
Bo 
5s 
3 
—S | 
Iay, 4 42, = A bruiſed Reed ſhall be nos beak ) and th the [mocking B. I 
gc 
Ho 


- 4 
= £4 C7 o 


near the Royal Exchange. 1653. : 
MHMIII MONIES ReRIoeietepanaoent . 


- 


os 


bas. Sq 


& 


Pd 
. 
% 
. % 
S ©« 
% Y 


| Ss. a 
HIS EXCELLENCY. 
The Lord: General | 
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ee the font once ſaid F7 heir 


ts 


the Adventure p your Lives in he Cauſe of 
God, for the (7ood of your Country, ts a more in- 
fallible Demonſtration of your Love toit : for- 

aſmuch as the King of Saints, u alſo King of 


N ations, and when he fhall be the defire of 


all Nations, will prove their ſafeſt Intereſt. 
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Upon confideration whereof, it was but equal 
that Mr. Eliot a faithful Laborer of (; x? in 
| 257306 the Everlaſting Goſpel to the Poor 


ndians, Dt Your Lordſhips Name 


zo his Relation of the Progreſsof Divine Grace 


| amongſt them: And with hu Fudgment, We of 
the Corporation, who are ſubordinately intru- 


fled, do ſfofar concur, OD moved there- 


unto by that liberal and Exemplary Contributi- 
on to this (Glorious Work lately promoted by Your 
Lordſhip, and Your Officers with the Army, 


that we thought not fit either #0 ſever that 


Narrative, and thu of Mr. Mayhew's, or 
to ſend them abroad under any other Name to 
the Publick View. Jo 

Coopers-Hall, L-ndov, Signed in the Name, and by 
 Udarch, 20. 1653. | 


{aid Corporation, by 
William Steel, Preſident, 
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—>ÞS T bath not been from anydiſreſpe$ 
LAY to your ſelves, that I have not fors 
merly directed to your Preſence, 
9 and preſented mioyour Hand,what 
$M have already been let go, which 
WD made Relation of the Work of God 
among the Indians in this Iſland 
- * (commonly called Martins Vineyard) 
This year there was an opportunity not tobe refuſed,of 
certifying the Right Worſhipful John Endicot Eſquire, 
Governor of theMaſſachuſſets in New-England of whatT had 
to.communicate concerning the 1#dians, from whoſe 
handalſo you will receive it; but yetI may not for ſeye- 
ral cauſes, neglect the writing to your felyes the ſame 
things, with more particulars ſince adjoyned, in the con- 
cluſion to accompany the former unto. your Pious and 
Pxudent conſideration, to which they are committed to 
be (asThaye receiyed them from God) the tokens of” 
more Grace in ſtore to be beſtowed'on Indian fouls. 
LISA Y Eff, 3 A640 B "IS + wt | ' Highly 


bh eir Lan guage: 
odies, dj d Wltraged 1 BRI Mligds, 


many other things, un 


nant a7 SY Hey e mighty zeatons ant ext 
neltin the Worſhip ek ne I 
_ gods were many, both of things in It? * Fun and 
Iran, 3 Childers th eg 


UL the ſame 

They By Ao aro YR hey Me, alſo far [rn 
y him a, were often hutr indie 

-wherefore oy - had 
meeti 9s (who aſually had: 
handan Fr 0k day G7 Devil by their Sacrifice, 
andg 18; eliveratice.from. their evil ; I have ſometimes 
maryelled to Ge the vehemency of their Spirits, which 
they ated with n bo, EY bodily. violence” thereir,', The 
ountedthei ir Imps their Prefervers, Had rent 


£ Fes Coy up in their bodies, which'they brough mg kt forth 
| tO hurt their enemies, and heal their friends; ; W 


o when 
they had, done ſom enotable Cure, woul: ſtew the Imp 
in the palm of his Hand. to Me Indians who With tm 
amazement looking of it,Deificd LQhetn, thenddalt dies 
ſeeking to them king Cur em all fic IC knefles, ate ye of in 
all caſes : 'T his Diabolical way they: Woe mg heed 
to a multitude of Heathen Þta Trad oy ohs © fche! Fe, and 
er theob TIVELs 0):Y ive my 
wit 


hy 


having ondy-awobſcure Notionrot a god greater than all, 


A eycall Maveity. butthey knew not what he was, 
EK fo awd a irts dhe $88 of 


>; What anientrante I had ar firibaniongftt! theſe nnfera- 
ble Hexrhery bow -cad ted rhereuars; and what fuccels 
God blefledus withy hath been niſome meafare = pag 

publiſhed;' which will Thope through the dew of Gods 
bleſfing-froniHeavenz havefach a gracious mereaſe;that 
the-blofiominþ!and budding dime fhalat leaft be aoknow- 
ledged, and by many more God bleiled for{it, 'm-the 
growth of the! frait to more: maturity; Since' it hath 
pleaſed God to ſend his Word: totheſe poor captivated 


o 


me aves tofin and Satan) 'he hatch through mer- 
cy brenght two hundred 'eighry three Indians (notcoun- 
ting yong: children 1nthe number) to renounce their 


falſe gods, Devils, and Pawwaws, and publickly-in ſet 
meetings, before:many witneſſes, have they. difclaimed- 
the Divinity oftheir formerly adored multitude; deficd 
their tyrannical DeſtroyertheDevil, and. utterly refu- 
fedthe help of the Pawwawsini ay caſe; neither have 
theyat any time, ether by threatnings or flatteries been 
drawa thereto;although their lives have been in hazard; 
nes oftheir Pawwaws have forſaken their Devil- 
ih craft, and profitabletrade as they accounted it, forto 
embrace the Word and Way of God. .The - Indians 
whichdopray to God, were not compelled thereto by 
power neither alfo conld they beallured by gifts, who 
ved nothing for about ſeven years:time; mh lefs 


Tecel 
that which coumterpoyſe their troubles, and: exceed to 
theidrawing of them from the beloved: waies of their 
own” Worthips :- Surely it were great uncharitableneſs, 
and derogatory from the 'glory'dÞ God, to: think. that 
none oftheſc are trul:changed, and that God Wn. 
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Mr. Mayhew:'s Letter 
by his Word and Spirit; hath not in mercy prevailed jn 
their hearts againſt cheſe evils; nay, may we not hope 
and be perſwaded by this, and ſome other appearances 
of Cod amongſithem,: that ſome of them are truly tur» 
ned to God: from Idols, .to ſerve the Living and true 
God? Serve him, through mercy they doin ſome hope 


ful Reformations, walking inoftenſively and diligently 


in their way, which I hope will more plainly appear 
when they are in a way more hopeful {by the bleſſing of 


God to their further well-being) which I hope will be in 


the beſttime. | _ _ | 


| Tcannet but take notice of this good providence of 
_ Godby the way,. That he hath mercifully preſerved all 


the Indians which call upon his Name (from the begin- 
ning of the Work unto this. day) from all extraordinary 
evil, whereby the Devil and Witches uſe to tormentthe 
Bodies and Minds of Men, not oneof them or their chil- 
dren-(as I know) or have heard have been touched by 


them in this kind (only a Pawwaw or two, have not been 
delivered from his Imps prefently after his -renouncing 
ofthem, but for ſome time have had the ſence of them - 
in his Body with much pain:) The miſchief that the 
Pawwaws and Devils uſually do tothe common Indian 
-this way; is both by outward and bodily hurt, or inward 


pain;torture,and diſtration of mind, both which I have 
feenmy ſelf: Toaccompliſhthe firſt, the Devil doth a- 


-buſle the real body of a Serpent, which. comes direQly 


towards the manin the houſe orin the field, looming or 


parks ſhadow about him like a man, and do ſhoot a 


bone(as they ſay) intothe Indians Body, which ſorfie- 
times killeth him. - An inſtance whereof I can give, 
whereby it may the moreplainly appear; that it is a great 


mercy to'bedelivered therefrom; and it is of a youth, 


wholiving with his Parents uponaneck of Land,- "—_ 


_ did not pray unto Jehovah, yet their Neighbors who lived 
there with them, did; This Youth was hurt after the 
fame manmer; 'and then-preſently his-Parents pulled 


— 


fJown the houſe they lived in; and fled toan-Iſland near = 


by, where. I fawthe Indian thus hurt in his Thigh, he 
was grieyouſly tormented,” and his Kindred about him 
mourning, not knowing where to find any comfort, or 
 help;for* cure: could} not be had fron their gods or 
 Pawwaws': 1 then took the opportunity to reafon with 
them about their wy with the beſt wiſdom God gave 
me; but all in vain, for they would not hear to ſeek the 
true God, notwithſtanding he had ſhewn his diſpleaſure 
ſo zpparantly againſt-them for their former refuſing of 
Him, but they ſtill followed on their wonted Serpentine 
Machinations : The Pawwaws, and'their devilliſh train, 
with their horrible outcries, hollow bleatings, painful 
wreſtlings, and ſmiting theirown bodies, ſought delive- 
rinee;' but all in-vain, for he died miſerably; ' Hereby, 
and by ſeveral other things, I perceive that they are not 
- (in a manner) indifferent, whether they ſerve their own 
gods or'not,, or change them (as ſome think) -for they 
are naturally 'like the Heathens of Chittiye and Kedar, 
which would not change their gods, which yet are no 
gods; when God blames his people for changing their 
rlory for that which doth not profit; I hope therefore 
that it 13 ſomething of Grace, that many chuſe to wors 
finp the true God. Put touching the former yexin 
miſchiefs, A Sachem, and no good friend to the work; 
could not but acknowledg the blefling of God amon 
the Praying Indians; When I came over (ſaid he) atthe 
_ Further end of the Iſland, there was a ſtorm (mentio- 
ning the aforeſaid evils, with ſome more) but when 1 
eame to this end 1 found a caim. the Praying Indians 
were all well, they aroſe Jn the mormng, Prayed toGod, 


and 


_ troubled. ke the other Indians ;':And.the Pawwayy 


_ hisRale, and tobe driven from: his old Poſlefions.;. A 
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thenſelyes:, ſont of them do-fays,Thattheycannc 
make'their Power ſeize on aby-of them; Queſtiguleſs 
they havetried their Skill; and Satan hath.notheen wan» 


n 
ting to afliſt themy who is ſo unwilling to fall down from 


Pawwaw told me, who-ivas of no ſinall note. among.the 
Heathen formerly,-and alſo with'the beſt, now he hath 
forſaken his Pawwawing, That after be had been 
brought by the 'Word of God to hate the Devil, and;to 
renounce his Imps (which he did'publickly) that yet bis 
Imps remained {till aidalon-ir Gorte'intaglieſtgegh ntin 
of tis fleflt, and:troubling of his mind; 'that he could ne- 
ver be at reli, extherfleeping or waking : - At length one 
tims when I went down to keep the farthelt AECTUIE / ar 
bout-feven:miles bfff; he-agked, ane forme. Queſtions, 
whereof this was one; vis That 1f 'a Pawwaw: had his 
Imps gone from him, what be ſhould have inſtead. of 
them:to/ preſerve. bim? Whereunto 1t-was Anſwered, 
That if hedid beleevein Chriſt Jeſus, he ſhould haye 
the $pitit of Chriſt dwelling in him, which is a good and 
a ſtrong Spirit, and will keep him. fo (afe, 'tbat all the 
Devils ai Hell, and Pawwaws on Earth, ſhould not be a- 
ble to do him any hurts and thatifhe did .ſet himſelfa- 
inſt his Imps, by the ſtrength of God they ſhould. all 
Hob away hike Mugkeetoes : - He told: me, That he did 
much delire the Lord, ir might be.ſo with him. He fap- 
ther ſaid, That everſince that very time God hath -jn 
mercy delivered him from them, heis not troubled with 
any: pain (as formerly) in his Bed, nordreadfulviſins.of 
the night, brit through the bleſſing of God, he doth lie 
down'ireaſe, fleeps quietly; wakes in Peace, 'and walks 
in ſafety, for which he is very-glad,and praiſes God. - | 
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#0 the Corporation. : 
Fhis laſt ſpring; the Indians oftheir-own accord made 
a motion to me they might have ſome way ordered a- 
mong{t them, as a means whereby they might Walk in: 
go00d Subjettion tothe Law of God, wheranto they deſi- 
red to enter into Covenant; they told me that they were 
very deſirous tohave their fins ſuppreſſed. which God 
did forbid, and the duties performed, which he hath 
Commanded in his Word: and: thereunto they defired 
me to inform them, what puniſhment the: Lord did: 
appoint to be inflicted on thoſe which did break any: 
part of His Law, for they were very willing to ſub- 
mit themſelves to what the will of the: Lord is in 
this kind. IT was not willing on the ſudden to draw forth* 
in writing an Anſwer totheir deſire; but rather choſe to 
take a lonyertime of Conſiderationin a Work of ſogreat 
Concernment, and. refer them to the Word of Gad, 
ſhewing them many places for their information, moſt 
whereof they had heard of formerly : They alfo fur- 
ther defired, That they might have fome men Choſen 
amongſtthem with:my father and my ſelf, to fee that 
the Indians.did walk orderly, and that ſuch might be 
incouraged,but that thoſe which did not,might be dealt 
with acording tothe word of the Lord; I could not but 
approve and incourage the. motion, ſeeing they ſpake 
notas thoſe in ?ſal.2.3. Let us break their bauds aſunder and. 
caſt amay their cordsfromus, but ſought totall ſubjefion: 
and ſtrict-obedience to God: yet I told them that it was 
a matter of great weight, ſhewing them many things | 
which I thought neceſſary for them to know, but need- 
lefsno*y to relate. Aday of faſting and prayer torepent 
ofour ſins, and: ſeek the gracious help.of our God for 
Chriſt Jeſus ſake, we appointed; and another ſhortly 
after to finiſh the work in: Some of the Indians ſpake 
ſomthing for their _ and about ten, or twelve 
of 


My.” Mayhew s Letter 
of them prayed, not:with any ſet Forrf\ like Children, 


but like' Men indued with a good meaſure of the know- 


ledg of God;' their own wants, and the wants of others, 
with much affefion, and many Spiritual Petitions, favo- 
ring ofa Heavenly mind;: and fo are they ſtreitned in 
reſpect of help from: man, that it appears the 'more 
plainly to be the Dictates'of Gods Spirit. -A Platform 
of the Covenant in Anſwer to their deſires, I drew forth 
the ſame morning in the Indian Language, which Ihave 


| here ſent in Engliſh. 


Wee the diſtreſſed Indians of the Vineyard (or Nope, the: 
Indian name of the IfſJand) That beyond all memory have been 
without the True God, without u Teacher, and without a Law, 
the very Servants of Sin and Satan, and without Peace, for. 
God did juſily wex us for our fins; havinglately through his:mer- 
7 heard of the Nume of the True God, the Name of his Son Chriſt 

e 


Jeſus, with the holy Ghoſt, the Comforter , three. Perſons, but 


one moſt Glorious God, whoſe Name 5s FEHOV-AH : We: 
ao praiſe His Glorious Greatneſs, and in the ſorrow of our hearts, - 
and ſhame of onr faces, we do achnowledg and renounce our great 
and many ſins, that we and our Fathers have lived in, 'dorun unto 
him for mercy,and pardon for Chriſt Jeſus ſakezand we do this day- 
through the bleſſing of God upon us, and truſting to his gracious 
help, give up our ſelves in this Covenant, Wee, enr Wives, and 
Children, to ſerve: JEH OV AH : And we do this dy chaſe 
JEHOV AH tobe our God in Chriſt Je'us, our Teacher, our 
Law-giver in his Word, our King, our Jude, our Ruler by his 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters. to fer God Himſelf, and to truſs ins 
Him alone for Sakoxtion;; both of Soul and Body, in this preſent | 
Life, and' the Fwuerlifting' Life:to come,- through .his mercy in 
Chriſt jeſus our Savior,and Redeemer, and by the might of his 
Holy Spirit ;, to whom with the Father and Son, be all Glory e> 
verlaſting. Amen. | = el 


: After 


fo the Corporation. ; 
After Thad often read this Covenant and expounded 
it unto them, they all with free Conſent willingly and 
'thankfully Joyned therein, and deſired Jehovah his bleſ- 
ſing for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, the Lord begracious to our 
beginnings. HT AU Aff T ALD 
Within two or three weeksthere came an Indian to 
-me in buſineſs, ' and by the way he told me, that ſome 
Indians had lately kept a day of Repentanceto humble 
themſelves before God in prayer, and that the word of 
God which one of them ſpake unto, for their Inſtructi- 
on, was Pſal. 66.7. He ruleth by his Power for ever, his eyes 
behold the nations, let not the rebellious exalt themſelves. 1 
aſked him what their end was in keeping. ſuch a day? 
He told me thoſe fix things : Firſt, they deſired, That 
God would ſlay the rebellion of their hearts. Secondly, 
That they might love God, and one another. Thirdly, 
"That they might withſtand! the evil words and tempta- 
tions of wicked men, and not to be drawn back from 
God. Fourthly, That they might be obedient to the 
good Words and Commands of their Rulers. Fiftly, 
That they might have their ſins done away by the Re- 
demption of Jefus Chriſt. And Laſtly, That they might 
walk in Chrilts way. OF: 
Now for the ſtate of things with us, we are by the 
help of God about to begin a Town that they may 
Cohabit and carry on things in aCivil and Religious way 
the better The praying Indians are conſtant attenders: 
to the word of the Lord,and fome of them (1 hope) con- 
ſcionable ſeekers after the knowledg of God, and them- 
ſelves, and not without obtaining (by the grace of God) 
ſome ſaving benefit to their own Souls, which will by his; 
own bleſling," in the beſt time, more plainly appear. 
About 30. Indian Children are now at School; which 
began the Eleventh day: of the Eleventh. month;. 16512.. 


C. 2 They 


Mr. Mayhew's Letter 
they are apt tolearn, and more and more are now ſend- 
ing in unto them. The Barbarous Indians,both men and 
women, do often come on: the Lecture dayes, and 
complaining of their igriorance, | diſliking their ſinful 
liberty, and refuſing the helps, and hopes of their own 
power, ſeek Subjection to;Jehovah, to be raught,gover- 
ned, - and ſaved by him, for Jeſus Chriſts ſake: - The 
Name of the obs alone be praiſed for what is begun; 
What is further needfall, ITearneſtly defire may be fer- 
vently prayed for, and expetted by faith, to beeffected, 
and finiſhed by the gracious hana of God, who have laid 
the foindation, and will not leave his own works un- 
perfect, which is the comfort of an unworthy Laborer in 
the Lords Vinyard, and an earneſt defirer to be remem- 
bredat the Throne of Grace. 
Having alittle more libefty, I ſhall certifie you of 
ſomthing more, which Ihave taken notice of amongſt 
the poor Indians. 

| vbſerved that the Indians when they choſe their 
Rulers, made choyce of ſuch as were beſt approved for 
their godlineſs, and molt likely to ſuppreſs ſin, and en- 
courage holineſs, and lince they have been forward up- 
on all occaſions, to ſhew their earneſt defire thereof. 
There was an ]ndian that was well approved for hisRe- 
formation, that was ſuſpected to have told a plain Lye 
for-his Gain; the buſineſs was brought to the publick 
, Meeting, and thereit was notably ſifted with zeal' and 
good aff=fion ; but atlengththe Indian defending him- 
ſelf with great difdain, and hatred of ſuch an evil, pro- 
ved himſelfclear, and praiſed God for it; 'The ſame 
Indian was a little before, very-ſick, and; he told: me 
that when he'rhought hefliould:dte, he did;follove God, 
that he'wasnotunwilling:to:die, aid teave his wife, and 
children, orany thing<ele; but that he- was -ohly defi- 
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A © #0 the Corporttion.. 
rous to live for this cauſe, That he might be more 
taught by the Word of God, and be helpful toteachthe 
Indiats the Way of God. | 
' lhave dſoobſerved how God is pleaſed to nphold 
ſome of theſe poor Indians againſt oppolitien. I was 
once down towards the further end of the Iſland; and 
lodged at an Indians houſe, who was accounted a great 
man among the Iſlanders, being the friend of a great 
Sachem on the Mayn 3, this Sachem is a great Enemy to. our 
Reformation on the Iſland : At this mans houſe when [ 
' had fate a while, his ſon being about thirty years old, 
earneſtly deſired me in his Language;to relate unto him 
ſome of the ancient Stories of God; I then ſpent a great 
 partofthe night (in ſuch diſcourſe as I thought titteſt 
for them) as I uſually do when I lodg in therr houſes, 
what he then heard (as heexpreſſed) did much affe& 
him : And ſhortly after he came and deſired to joyn 
with the-praying Indians to ſerve Jehovah, but it was to 
the great diſcontentment ofthe Sachexzs on the Mayn,and 
thoſe Indians about him : News was often brought to 
him that his life was laid in wait for, by thoſe thae 
would furely take it from him , they defired him ther- 
fore with ſpeed toturn back again; The man came to me 
once or twice, and perceived that he was troubled, he 
aſked my counſel about removing his Habitation, yet 
told\me; That if they ſhould ſtand with a ſharp weapon 
againſthis/breaſt, and tell him that they would kill him 
preſently, ifhe didinot turn to them, but if he would, 
they would love him, yet he had rather loſe his life 
than keep iton ſuch'terms; for (faid/he) when I look 
back-onmy life as1t was before I did pray to God)[I ſeeit - 
_ th bewholly nfught, and'do wholly diflike it, and hate 
thoſe nauphty waiess but when I'look on that way 
"which Cod doth teach me it his Word, I feeit tobe 
d wholly 
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wholly good; and do wholly love it. Bleſſed be God 
that heis not overcome by x 4 ſe temptations. 

The next thing I judg alſo worthy to be obferved, 
My Father and I were lately talking with an Indian,who 
had not long before almoſt loſt his life by a wound his 
Enemies gave him in a ſecret hidden way, the mark 
whereof, he had upon him,and will carry it to his grave: 
This man underſtanding of a ſecret Plot that was to take 
away his Enemies life, told my Father and I, That he 
did freely forgive him for the ſake of God, and did tell 
this Plot to us that the mans life might be preſerved : 
This 1s a: ſingular thing, and who among the Heathen 
-will do ſo ? | | | 
| Tobſerve alſo that the Indians themſelves do indeavor 
20 propagate the knowledg of God, to the glory of God 
and the good of others: 1 heard an Indian (after I had 
ſome diſcourſe with the Indians in the night ) aſk. the 
- Sachem,and many others together,how they did likethat 
counſel they heard from the word of God : They anſwe- 
xed,very wel: then ſaid he,why do you not take it ? why 
fo younot do according to it? He further added, Ican 
-tell you why it is, Becauſe you do not ſee your ſins, and 
becauſe you do love your ins; for as long asit was fo 
-with me, 1 didnot care for the Way of God; but when 
God did ſhew me my ſins,and made me hate them, then 
I was glad to take Gods Counſel : this I remember 
he ſpake, with ſome other things, with ſuch Gravity 
and truth, that the Sachem and all the company was not 
able to gain-ſay. 

Myoxeaq alſo lately met with an Indian,which came from 

- the May» who was of ſome note among them; | heard 
that hetold them of the great things of God, and of 
Chrift Jeſus, the ſinfulneſs and folly of the Indians, the 
Pardonof fin by Chriſt, and of a good lifez and ſo Wer 
ff . they 
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they both affefted, that they continued this diſcourſe 
two halfnights,and a day,until their ſtrength was ſpent : 
He told him in particular, how a Beleever did live above 
the world; that he did keep worldly things alwaies at his 
feet (as he ſhewed him by aſign) That when they were 
deminiſhed, or increaſed, it was neither the cauſe of his 
Sorrow, or joy, that he ſhould ſtoop to regard them, but 
he ſtood upright with his heart Heavenward, and his 
whol deſire was after God, and his joy in him. Now 
Much honored in the Lord, and all that love Chriſt Je- 
ſus in truth,let me prevail with you that we may be pre» 
ſented by you at the Throne of Grace in his worthineſs 
to obtain thoſe bleſſings, that concerns his Kingdom and 
Glory 3 our comfort and Salvation : And you are, and 
ſhall alſo be, ever humbly ſo prayed for, by him,who is 


From the Vinyard the 
 22,0f Ofober, 1652, 


\ 


Yours obliged, and ever 


to be commanded in the 


Fork of the Lord Jeſus 


| Thomas Mayhew. 


A AAACACACACEACCLEEEE, 


. 
- 


OO II I OI CO 


En EEC  EPR 


- | — 


* ARS VO as gs tee meer 


$44444 $422229:3% 44 voprrnne 


2 TESCEIIN ESS4S FESIF OE $$ +2400: 


To His Excellency, the Lord General 


(romwel, Grace, Mercy, and Peace 


be Multiplied. 


Right Honorable, 

SOe #2 $53Nvy it ſelf cannot deny that the Lord 
bi2d Þ ARE hath raiſed and improved You in an E- 
Bs LE 7? minent manner to overthrow Anti: 
wag $245 chriſt, and to accompliſh, in part, the 
DNV; *%&w# "Propheſies and Promiſes of the (bur- 
ches Deliverance from that Bondage : In all which Ser 
vice, the Lord hath not only Kept Your Honor unſteined, 
but alſo cauſed the. Luſtre of thoſe precious Graces of Hus 
mility Faith, Love of Uruth,and Love to the Saints, &xc. 
whe which through Flis Free Grace, He hath enriched 
lou, to ſhine forth abundantly beyond all exception of any 


' that are, or have been Adverſaries to Your Proceedings. 


Now 46 the defign of ( briſt im theſe daies is double names | 


'ly, Firſt, To overthrow Antichriſt by the Wars of the 
Lamb ,. and Secondly, To raiſe up His own Kingdom in 
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the room of all Earthly Powers which He doth caſt down, 


and to bring all the World ſubje& to be ruled in all things 
by the Word of Hu mouth, And as the Lord bath rai- 
Jed and improved Yo ou, to accompliſh (ſo far as the Work 


bath proceeded.) the firſt part of His Deion, fo T truſt 


A - that 


that the Loydwill yet further improve Ton, to ſet upon the 


accompliſhment of the ſecond part of the deſign of Chriſt ; 
not only by indeavoring to put Government into the hands 


of Saints, which the Lord hath made lou eminently care: 


ful todo, but alſo by promoting Scripture Government 


and Laws, that ſo the Word of Chriſt might rule all. Tn 
which great Services unto the Name of Chriſt, T doubt 


_ not, but it will be ſome Comfort toYaur heart to ſee the 


Kingdom of Chriſt rifing up in theſe Weſtern Parts of 
the World ; and ſome confirmation it will be, that the 
Lords time is come to adyance and ſpread Edi Bleſſed 
Kingdom, which ſhall (in his ſeaſon) fill all the Earth : 
and ſome incouragement to your heart, to proſecute that 
part of the Deſtgn of Chriſt, namely, T hat Chriit might 
Reign. Sach Conſiderations, together with the Favora- 
ble Reſpett Jou have alwaies ſhewed to poor New-Enge 


- land, hath imboldned me to preſent unto. Your Hand, 


theſe firit ( onfeſ$ions of that Grace which the Lord hath 
beitowed upon theſe poor Natives, and to publiſh them 


.- under the proteftion of Your Name, begging earneſtly 
* the continuance of Your Prayers for the further procees 


ding of thus gracions Work : And ſo committing Your 
Honor to the Lord, and to the Word'of His Grace, and 


all Your weighty Aﬀairs to His Heavenly Direflion, 


I reſt | 
Your Honors to ſerve You, 
in the Service of Chrift 


Joun EL1or. 
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__ Chriſtian Reader, TDN AE Pant EL enren 
Sa 6130565 Know thy Soul longeth to hear Tydings of 
Ri: _" Gods grace powred -out upon theſe. goings 
*3 0 down of the Sun, becauſe-the Spirit .of God 
Ct — T by theord of Propheſie, - uſeth to raiſe up 
CHIEFS 1nd draw forth ſuch aFings of Faith as ac- 
2%, cord withtheaccompliſhment of thoſe Pro- 
pheſtes,when the time of their accompliſhment is come.Where 
Iſrael was to return from Babylon, the Spirit by the wor 
of Propbeſie, raiſed up ſuch. aftings of Faith,, as were put 
fot 78 the exerciſe of all gifts te jr for the accompliſhr 
ment thereof... Daniel prayeth. Terubbabel hath a Spirit 
of Ruling, the peoples affections are looſe from their dwell- 
1ngs, and have a Spirit of Traveling. Ezra, Nehemyahy 
andall the reſt of the Worthies of the Lord, are raiſed at that 
tine to decompliſh what is Pro, ſet theſe times the Prov 
phefes of Antichriſt his downfall are accompliſhing. 4nd do 
we not ſee that the Spirit of the Lord, by the word of Prophe- 
ſe, hath raiſed up men, inſtruments ip the Lords handy, te 
accorlifh what iewritien heres, dndihe Spirit of Crayers 
and exp Hatton of Faith i raved generally ingll $gints, by 
yay word of Propheſie... In like manner the Lord hg- 
ving ſaid , That the Goſpel {ball ſpread over all the 
Earth, cyen.to all, the ends of\ the: Earth, and 
{hal became the Nations,angd Kingdoms of the Lord 
and of his Chriſt. Such words of Propheſie bath the Spirit 
Bd " BY "uſed 


To the READER. 
wſed to ſtir up the ſervants of the Lord to make ont after the 
accompliſhment thereof : and hath ſtirred up a mighty Spi- 
rit of Prayer, and expedation of Faith for the Converſion 
both of the Jewes, ( yea all Iſrael) and of the Gentiles 
alſo,over all theworld.. For this Cauſe I know every beleeving 
heart, awakened by ſuch Scriptures , longeth to hear of the 
Converſion of our poor Indians, whereby ſuch Propheſies are 

in part begun to be accompliſhed. Tea, the Deſign of Chriſt 
being to erel? his own Kingdom in theroem of all thoſe Do- 
minions, which he doth, and is about to overturn : Ton ſhall 
ſee a Spirit by ſuch words of Propheſie powred forth upon the 
Saints ( into whoſe hands Chriſt will commit the manage- 
ing of his Kingdom on Earth) that ſhall carry them forth to 
advance Chrift to rule over men in all affairs, by the word of 
Þ3s mouth, and make him their only Law-giver,and ſupreane 
Judge, and King. ET TD 
'» Tt aduy of ſmall things with 4s : and that is. Gods ſea- 
Jon to make the ſingle beauty of his humbling Grace, to ſhine 
in them, that are the _ ruines of mankind that are 
Known on earth; as Mr, Hooker was wont to. deſcribe the 
forlorn condition. of theſe poor Indians. T ſee evident de- 
monſtrations that Gods Spirit by his word hath taught them, 
'becauſe their expreſſions, both in Prayer, andin the Confeſ- 
ſons which Thave now publiſhed)are far more,and more full, 
and ſpiritual,and various, then ever Iwas able to expreſs un- - 
to them in that poor broken manner of Teaching which 1 
have uſed among them. Their turning Dodrins into their 
own experience, which you may obſerve in their Confeſſions, 
deth alſo demonſtrate the Teachings of Gods Spirit , whoſe 
firſt ſpecial work, is Application. Their different Gifts 
likewiſe, is a thing obſervable in their conf wherein 
it 3s not to beexpedFed that they ſhould be all Eminent , it is 
not ſo in any Society of men 5 but in that there be ſome a- 
mong them that are more eminent; it is a ſign of Gods Jn: 
who 


- o the READER. 
who 3s raiſing up among themſelves, ſuch as ſhall be his in 
ſtruments to corveigh a bleſſing unto the reſt. Their ſiequent 
phraſe of Praying to God, is not to be underſtood of that | 
ordinance and Duty of Prayer only, but of all Religion,and 
comprehendeth the ſame meaning, with them, as the word 
[ Religion] doth with ws : Andit is obſervable, becauſe it 
| ſeemeth to me, That the Lord will make them a Praying peo- 
ple : and indeed, there 3s a great Spirit of Prayer powred 
out upon ther, to mywonaerment ; and you may eaſily ap- 
prekend,T hat they who are aſſifted to expreſſſuch Confe|ſtons 
before men) arc not without a good meaſure of inlargement of 
Spirit befare the Lord. | | 
The points of DoGrine that are here and there dropped in 
their Confeſſions, may ſuffice at preſent for a little nf fo the 
Godly diſcerning Saints , That they are in ſome meaſure in- 
ſt ruded in the chief points of S alvation, thoue h tbere be ud 


DoTrinal Confeſſion on purpoſe ſet down to declare what 
they have learned, and do beleeve. 


If any ſhould conceive that that word which they ſo often 
#ſe | thought; or I think 7] ſboxwld need explication, as a 
godly Brother did intimate to me on the Faſt daylet this ſuf= 
fice, That it 3s to be Conſtrued by the preſent Matter : For 
ſometimes it is a thought of Faith 5 ſometime of Fear 5 
ſometime of Unbelief ſometime of Carnal Reaſon ; and 
ſometime of Ignorance. 
Laſily, It is plainty to be obſerved, That one end of Gods 
ſending ſo many Saints to NEW-ENGLAND, was the Con- 
werſron of theſe Indians. For the Godly Connſels, and Ex- 
amplesthey have had in all our Chriſtian Families,have been 
of great uſe, both to prepare them for the Goſpel, and alſo to 
further the Lords work in them,as you may evidently diſcern 
in moſt of their Confeſſuons. 
Beloved Reader, Thave no more to ſay as neceſſary to Pre= 
pare for the following Matter, only to beg, yea earneſtly to ber 
B 2 the 
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the continuance of all your Prayers ;, by the power whereof 
( through the Grace and Interceſſion of Chriſt) T beleeve 

this wheele of Converſion of theſe Indians, # turned : and 

My Heart hath been alwayes thereby encouraged, to follow on 

70 do that poor little T can, to help forward this bleſſedWork 
of Spreading and Exalting the Kingdoms of our dear $avior 

Teſus Chriſt, under the direFion and proteiFion of whoſe 

Word and Grace, by Faith committing you; Ireft, 


Your unworthy Brother, 


in our dear Savior, 


Joun EL1orT. 
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$$$$/$$4$ HE Amplitude, and large Extent of 
| @©& the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt upon 
P © Earth, when the Heathen ſhall be his Inhe- 
SE ritance, andthe uttermoſt parts of the Earth 
his Poſſeſſuon 5 and when all Kings ſhall 
fall down unto him, and all Nations do 
him ſervice, all contrary Kingdoms and Towers being 
broken in pieces and deſtroyed, 1s a thing plainly and 
plentifully foretold and promiſed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; Pſal. 2.8, and 22.27, and 72.11. and 85.9. Day. 
2.35. 44, 45. and 7. 26, 27, Zech. 14.9, And al- 
though as yet our Eyes have never ſeen it ſo, nor 
our Fathers afore us, many Nations and People ha- 
ving hitherto been overſpread, and overwhelmed 
in Pagan Blindneſs and Ignorance, having ſcarce e- 
ver heard of Chriſt, or of His Name; and many 0- 
thers that in ſome ſort have heard of Him, having 
no more Grace but to make and maintain Oppoſitt- 
on againſt Him , and againſt His Kingdom, ſome 
more profelledly, and others more covertly and un- 
der fairer pretenice, as /jn- the- great Dominions of 
the Turk , and of the Pope,is apparent:; yet the t19e 5s 
s01ing, when things ſhall not. thus continue, but be greatly 
changed and altered;becau(e the Lord hath ſpoken this Word, 
and it cannst be that his Word ſhould not take effet : Ang 
| LR 1 
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if the Lord have ſpoken it, his People have good 
ground and reaſon to beleeve it, and to ſay as the 

oly Apoſtle in another cafe, Tbeleeve God that it ſball 
be even 5 it was told me, AF, 27.25. Yea, to beleeve 
it and wait for it, as for that which in Gods appoin- 
ted and due time {hall ſurely come to paſs, and not 
fail, as Hab. 2.3. And not only ſo, but heartily to 
deſire it, and fervently to pray for it, as a thing 
wherein the Glory of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt is not 
a little concerned andiintereſfled ; for if the multi- 
tude of People be the Kings Honor, Prov. 14. 28. it 
muſt needs be the Honor of Chriſt Jeſus the King of 
S70#, when multitudes of People do ſubmit unto 
Him as to their King ; and therfore it ſhould be ear- 
neltly craved of God by all his Saints in their Pray- 
ers,that ſo 1t may be,according as the Sanctifying of 
Gods Name, id the coming of his Kingdom are the 
two firſt Petitions 1n that Rule and Pattern of Pra- 
yer commanded, and taught by our Savior to Fis 
Diſciples, Matth. 6.9, To. And no man needs to 
doubt but that thoſe things which are matter for 
Faith andPrayer to be exerciſed about their accom- 
pliſhment; are matters of Thankſgiving when once 
they come to paſs. 

Which being ſo, the godly Chriſtian, who ſhall 
read or hear this enſuing A lariog concerning the 
workings of Gods Grace towards theſe Indians in 
New-England, and the Confeſſions of ſundry amongſt 
them, will, I doubt not, ſee abundant cauſe of 
thankſgiving to the Lord therein. For hereby it 
will appear, That the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus 
which every faithful ſoul, doth ſo much deſire to 
ſee enlarged, 1s now beginning tobe ſet up where jt 
never was before, even amonglt a poor people, 

| II forlorn 
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forlorn kind of Creatures in times paſt, who have 
been without Chriſt, and without God in the world, 
they and their Fathers, for I know not how many 
Generationsz yea, ſo far from knowing and ac- 
knowledging Godin Chriſt, that they have been lit> 
tle better than the Beaſts that periſh. But now they 
that were far off, the Lord is at work to make them 
neer unto himſelf by the Blood of Jeſus, as Eph. 2. 
13. that they which in time paſt were not a People; 
might ere long become the People of God; and 
they be called Beloved, which were not Beloved ; 
and in the place where it was ſaid unto them, Te are 
not 9 People, that there ere long, they might be cal- 
led, The Chilaren of the Living God, as 1 Tet. 2. 10, Rome. 
9.25326, which is the Lords doing, and it oughtto 
be marvelous in our eyes. And the truth is, there 
are many marvelsinit; marvelous free-grace, and 
riches thereof, to look upon a People ſo wretched 
and unworthy: yea, it were marvelous Grace ſo 
much as once to offer the Salvation of God in Chriſt 
to any ſuchas they are, being not only the poor and 
maimed, halt and blind, but alſo, as it is in Lxkz 14. 
21, ranging and roving in the High-waies, and Hed- 
ges; and yet behold, even theſe are not only invi- 
ted, but their hearts inclined to come in. Mavelous 
Wiſdom and Power is in it alſo, that of matter ſo 
rugged, andunlikely the Lord ſhould ever frame 
and faſhion any gracious and holy building to Him- 
ſelf, which I hope He is now a doing. And to ſay 
no more, His mervelous Soyeraignty and Liberty 1s. 
therein tobe obſerved alſo, who till now of late 
hath ſeen meet never tolook after this People, but 
hath ſuffered them all this while to walk in their 
own wales, wales of Sin, and waies ofDeath : yea F 
and; 
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and though there hath been Plantations of the Eng- 
liſh in the Conntry now 20. years: and more, yea, 
ſome a matterof 30. years, or thereabout, yet. of all 
this time (except ſome little workings ina few) no 
confiderable work of Grace hath appeared amongſt 
the Indians till now of late; ſo true1s that ſaying; 
' Thetimes and ſeaſons, the Father hath pat them in his own 

. Power, AF.1.7. HOU C901 3 
If any ſhall ſay, Oh but; we are doubtful. whe- 
ther any ſound and ſaving work be yet: wrought in 
them or no: Such an one I would wiſh ſerioully to 
weigh and conſider the enſuing Confeſſions, and 
then perhaps he will be. better ſatisfied tonching 
this Point 3 for there he ſhall find many expreflions 
{avoring oftheir cleatiight and Tence of fin, and that 
not only of groſs and external fins, but alſo of ſuch 
asare more inward in the RKeart and Soul: Alſo he 
{hall find expreſiions tending to ſhew their expe- 
cing all righteouſneſs and ſalvation by Chriſt alone. 
Now conſidering how the Work of the Spirit of 
God is ſaid by Chrilt Himſelfto confiſt in great part 
in convincing of ſin, and of righteouſneſs; of fin in 
mens {elyes, andof righteouſneſs in Chriſt, Job: 16. 
9. And conſidering alſo, how the leaſt begmnings 
of Grace are accepted of him that would not 
break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoa- 
king Flax, Matth. 12, 20. Andhſtly, conſidering 
how it were not reaſonable to expect ſuch: ripeneſs 
in theſe people, as might be expected and found in 
others, who have had more time and means, and 
better help and breeding than rhele have had : If 
theſe things I ſay be confidered, it may be an In- 
ducement to hope the beſt in charity concerning 
the Work of Grace 1n their Souls, asCharity hoped 
all 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
all things, beleeveth all things, 1 Cor. 13. But thus 
much at the leaſt; I. conceive 1s cleer, and cannot be- 
denied that fince:the Word .of God. hath been 
taught and preached among them, the Spirit of the 
Lord hath been working. thereby in the hearts of 
many of them ſuch Illumination, ſuch Conviction, 
&c. as may jultly be looked at ( if not as a full and 
through Converhon, yet) as an hopeful beginning. * 
and preparation thereto, if the Lord be pleaſed to 
go On with what he hath begun, as I hope hewill. 
And if there were no more but only an hopeful be- 
ginning, and preparative to Converſion, yet even 
this were matter of much comfort to the Saints, and 
of thankſgiving to the Lords as it was in 1/rael at 
the building of the Temple, when no more was yet 
done, but only the: foundation laid, Ezr. 3. 10, I1. 
yet even then they: ſung for joy, giving praiſe and 
thankſgiving to.the Lord : How much more ſhould: 
it be ſo, ifthe Work of Regeneration be already 
truly wrought in any, of them, as I hope itis in ſun- 
dry 3 In ſuch, caſe, how ever it be with men on 
Earth, ſure there is joy in Heaven amongſt the An- 
gels of God, when there is ſo much as one ſinner 
that is truly brought home to God by Repentance; 
Luke 15, 7.10. mw EY 
But how:ſhall we know that the Confeſſions here-. 

related, beingſpoken in their Tongue, were indeed 
uttered by them in ſuch words, as. have the ſame 
ſignification and meaning with theſe that are here 
exprefled, for we have only. the teſtimony of one- 
man to aſfureus of it? It is true, we have only the 
reſtimony of one man for it ; but yet it is fach an 
one; as ts unwillingly alone in this matter, having: 
feriouſly endeavored to have had divers. other In- 

ns © ' 3 ”- * Lerpreters 
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terpreters preſerit at Natick, that day, but could not 
Dbtain what he did defireand endeavor herein; a 
man whoſe pjous and painful labors amongſt this 
People, have rendred him approved and highly ho- 
nored in the eyes of his Brethren about him,; for in- 
defatigable diligence, and earneſt love tothe Lord 

Jeſus, and their p6or ſouls; a man whoſe integrity 
and faithfulneſs is ſo well known in-theſe Parts, as 
giveth ſuflicient ſatisfaction to beleev that he would 
not wittingly utter a falſhood in any matter whate- 
ver,and much leſs ſo many falſhoods, & that in ſuch 
a publick manner.,in the view of God & the World, 
as he muſt needs have done if he have coyned theſe 
Confeſſions of his own head, and have not to his beſt 
underſtanding truly related them in our Tongue, 
according as they were uttered by themin theirs. 
If any ſhall then aſk, If there be ſucha Work of 
God amongſt them, Why were they not combined 
and united into Church-Eſtate, when there was that 
great Afſembly.at.Natich , on the thirteenth of 0F0). 
laſt? Such an one may do well to conſider, that the 
material Temple was many yeers in building, even 
in the daies of Solozn, who wanted no helps and 
furtherances thereunto, but was abundantly furni- 
ſhed therewith, and longer in Re-ecifying afterthe 
Captivity and therefore no-marvel if the bang 
of a Spiritual Temple, an holy Church to Chrift;an 
a Church out of ſuch rubbiſh as amongſt Indians, be 
| Not begun andended ona ſudden It isratherto be 
wondered at; that in fo ſhort a time, the thing is in 
fo much forwardnels as it is, Beſides,. It is a guru 
ter matter to have Indians accepted and owned as a 


Church amongſtthemſelves, and ſo to he inveſted 
with all Churcb-power as a Church, when yet they 
are 


To the Chriſtian Readey. 
are not furniſhed with any to be an able Paſtor. and 
Elder over them, by whom they might be directed 
andguided in all the Afﬀairs ofthe Church, and Ad-. 
miniſtrations ofthe Houſe af God : this 1 conceive 
is a far greater matter than the admitting of them as . 
Members into any Church or Churches of the Eng- 
liſh already ſo furniſhed 3 which latter (forought I. 
know) might ſpeedily be done, and with much (a- 
tisfation, 1f1t were ſuitable in regard of their dit-. 
ferent Language, and the remoteneſs oftheirHabi- 
tations, whereas tothe former there ſeems to be a 
oreat neceſlity,or expediency at the leaſt, thatthey 
ihould firft be provided of fome to be afterward ſet 
over them in the Lord. Even amongſttheEnglith, 
when any company amongſt us have united them- 
ſelves into Church-Eftate, it bath been uſual that 
they have had ane or other amongſt them upon 
whom theireyes have been ſet, as intending them to 
- bePaſtors or Teachers tothem; afterward, when 
once they ſhould be combined as a Church, and 
where it hath ſo been, they. have found the comfort 
and benefit of it ; ' whereas thoſe few that have pro- 
ceeded otherwiſe, have found trouble and inconve- 
niency therein. And if it be ſo amongſt the Eng- 
liſh, who uſually have better abilities, how much 
more amongſt the. Indians, whoſe knowledg and. 
parts muſt needs befar leſs ? Not to infiſt upon the 
Rehearſal of thoſe two Reaſons mentioned by the. 
Reverend Author of this Relation, iz. The ſhort- 
neſs of the time to furniſh the Work that day, and. 
the want of Interpreters, of whom-there was not 
any preſent but himſelf Concerning which Rea- 
ſons, I can freely ad my teſtimony,.that thoſe two- 
were the principal, ifnot the only Reaſons which, 
C 2 that: 
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To the Coriſtian Reader. 


' that day were inſiſted on, and publickly rendred for 
_ deferring the Inchurching of them to another 


time. | | | 

It may be ſome haye thought, and I hear ſome 
have ſpoken little leſs, That this whol buſineſs of 
the Indians, of which there have been ſo man 
ſpeeches in Old Ergland and New, is but a deviſe 
anddefign to get money, and that there is indeed 
no ſuch matter as any Work of Gods grace amongſt 
that People. But if there were any. truth in this 
ſaying or Surmiſe, I marvel why the Magltltrates 
and Elders then preſent at Natick, didupon the rea- 
ſons rendred, adyiſe the deferring of the inchurch- 


Ing of the Indians that day, and why. they did not 

. rather haſten forward the Work without any more 
..ado, orlonger delay, For thereport-of a Church 
.--of Indians would in all likelibood have more pre- 
. vailed for the end alledged, than all that hath been 
reported hitherto. But our attending 1n this buſineſs 

. tothe Honor of Jeſus Chriſt, and the good of this 

- . poorpeoples ſouls, and ſo to that which Rule and 


rightReaſon required, rather than to what might. 


ſeem conducible for wordly advantage,. may be a 


fafficient witneſs of our ſincerity, contrary. to the 
conceitand ſurmiſe afore mentioned, and a ſuffici- 
ent confatation of it. And yetthough they be not 


.combined into Church-Eſtate, there 1s fo much of 


Gods Werk amongſt them, as that-I cannot but 
count ita great Evil, yea) a ret injury to God and 
his goodneſs for any to make light or nothing of it. 
To ſee and to'hear Indians opening their mouths, 
and lifting up their hands and their eyes in ſolemn 
Prayer to the Living God, calling on him by his 
Name JEHoV AH, in the Mediation of Jeſus 

| Chriſt, 


Word of God: to fee them and htar them confef- 
fing the Name of Chriſt Jefus, ad theit,own finful- 
ace, ſure thisis more than oſual..” Aud thaw vehey 
ſpake ina languape;of which many'ofus undetſto0d 
but little, yet we that were prefent that day . WE 
ſaw them, and we heard them perform the duties 
mentioned, with ſuch grave and ſober 'coytitenans 
ces, with ſuch cornnely teverence in; geſture and 
their whol carriage, and with futh plenry oFtcars 
trickling down the cheeks of ſome of them, as did 
arguetous that they ſpake with much gocd affeQi-' 
on, and holy Mer of God, and'it much affected 
our hearts. Nor is it credibleto ime, nor for ought 
tknow to any that was preſent” that day, that in 
theſe things they were ated and led by that Spirit 
which is wont to breathamongſt Indians,” the Spirit 
of Satan, or of corrupt Nature, but that hettinthey 


had with them another Spirit. 

| But if there be any work of Grace amongſt them 

it would ſurely bring forth, and be accor panied 
with the Reformation of their difordered lives, as 
in otherthings,fo intheit negtetof LaBor,and gheip 
living in idleneRs arid pleaſute: I cohfefs the'Alles 
gation is weighty, and I dehy not but ſome oben 
and godly perfons,who do heartily wiſh well tothis 
wath, hive been Winch roſe hy the minds 
touchins this particular as atty rH Tkfiow of. But 


yet ſotnithing may be ſaid in-anſyer therts,8 chief 
ly this, That fince the Word of God eamie among 
them,” and that they have attended* thereto, they 
have more applied themfelyvetntg Ly than fpr- 
ny be made” 
to 


metly : Forevidence whereof; appeal 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
to what was ſeen at Natick that day, and is till to be 
ſeen in that place, I mean the Grounds that they 
have fencedin, andclawed and broken up, and e- 
ſpecially their gapacious Meeting-houſe , the Di- 
menſions whereof are expreſſed inthe Relation : 
eele did Think hen 1 ſaw that Fabricks but that 
ſome EngliſhCarpenteror other had had the chief 
hand in the framing 4nd ereCting of it; and that 
more handsthan Indians; Jean More Engliſh than 


quis bad been.employed aboutit. But now under- 
tanding that the Indians alone were the Builders of 
it, /it is a good teſtimony to-me both of their indu- 
ſtry, and likewiſe, of their Skill ; for where theſe 
are utterly. wanting,. yea, where, there is not fome 
go0d ne of them, (ſuch a Building I conceive 
could never be raiſed... It is true, that confidering 
the manner oftheir bringing up, being little accu- 
{tomed to labor; but-the contrary, it 1s notmuch. to 
he marveled if they be. not. comparable therein to- 
ſome- Engliſh, who from their Child-hood have 
been trained up theretoz yet we ſee they are co- 
ming to it, and I hope will fall toit more and more; 


$* # 


let all that loyetheir ſouls, pray for them ;that they 


ſ - & 


may ». Yeas, Jet. all. that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
pray for them, that the Work of God may ſtill proſ- 
per amongſt theni, that many more ofthem may be 
rags. rg IE og to light, and from the power 
of Satan ynto God z and that being converted the 
may be-preſerved im Chriſt, "IS built up in $2 | 
_ to. further growth.and perfeftion, from day to day. 
And let pngnes Crapkl tving/ be rendred to the 
Lord, boy his Samats for all that is already wrought 
amongltthem : And Oh, let the Engliſh.take heed, 
both.in our dear Native Country, and here; leſt for 


OUT 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 

our unthankfulneſs, and many other ſins, the Lord 
ſhould take the Goſpel from us, and beſtow our 
mercy therein upon them, as upon a Nation that 
would yeeld the fruits thereof 1n better ſort than 
many of us have done. The fins of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion to whom the Goſpel was firſt preached, provo- 
ked Godto take his Kingdom from them, and to 
call in the Gentils : yet it appeareth by Roz. 11.11. 
T4. 3L. that this wr In ſafed to the Gentiles, 
ſhall intime provoke the Jews to an holy Jealouſic, 
andEmulation, to look after that mercy againthat 
once they refuſed, that fo through the mercy be- 
 fiowedon the Gentiles, they (1 mean the Jews) 
might at laſt agamobtain mercy. Happy were the 
Engliſh if we could yeeld the fruits of Gods Goſpel, 
that it might not be taken from us3 and happy alſo 
if the mercy coming to theſe Indians ( though not 
yet taken from us) might provoke us ſo to do, that 
ſothe Kingdom of God, the Goſpel of Salvation, 
being not taken from us, and given to them, but 
though given to them, yet might ſtill continue with 
us, and with our Poſterity from Generation to 
Generation. 


Dorcheſter in New-England 
this 13D of 1Obet 1652, 


RICH. MATHER. 
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eA brief Relation of the Proceedings of 
the Lords Wark among thelND1AaNs, 
in reference unto their ( burch-Eſtate ; The 
Reaſons of the not accompliſhing thereof at pre- 
ſent © With fome of their Confeſſions ; where- 
by it may be diſcerned in ſome meaſure, bow far 
the Lord hath prepared among them fit Matter 
fora CHURCH. 


2 Helc <6 (AEIRTE and-wiſer Woe of 
+; them ).have far.iome years .1nquired after 
<4 Spa $5 Church-Eſtace, Baptiſm, and the reſt of 
<A T + Of the Ordinances of God, .in the.obſervati- 
Þ... 4.4409 01 whereof they ſee.the Godly Engliſh to 


BEGS $4 walk. Jhave from time, to.time, delayed 
><@ DDS them upon this point, That until they 
were come up unto Civil Cohabitation, Government, and 
Labor, which a fixed condition of life will put them upon, 
they were-not ſo capable to be betruſted with that Treaſure 
of Chriſt, leſt they ſhould ſcandalize the ſame, and make it of 
none effec, becauſe if any ſhquld through temptation fall un- 
der Cenſure, he could -eafily.cun away, (as ſome have done) 
and would be tempted ſo to do, unleſs he were fixed in an Ha- 
bitation, and had ſome means of livelihood:to loſe, and leave 
behind him : ſuch Reaſons have ſatisfied them hicherunto, 
But now being come: under Civil Order, and fixing themſelves 
* in Habitations, and bending themſelves to labor, as doth ap- 
pear by their works of Fencings, Buildings &c. and eſpecially 

E in 


| | $P 
in building, without any Engliſh Workmans help, or direQi- 
on, a very ſufficient Meeting-Houſe, of fifty foot long,twenty 
five foot broad, neer twelve foot high betwixt the joynts, wel 
ſawen, and framed (which is a ſpecimen, not only of their fin- 
gular ingenuity, and dexterity, butalſo of ſome induſtry) I 
{ay this being ſo, now my. argument of delaying them from 
entering into Church-Eſtate, was taken away, Therefore in 
way of preparation ofthem thereunto, Idid this Summer call 
forth ſundry of them inthe dayes of our pablick Aſſemblies 
in Gods Worſhip ; ſomtimes on'the Sabbath when I could be 
with them, and ſometimes on LeQure daies, to make confeſli- 
on before the Lord of their former fins, and of their preſent 
knowledg of Chriſt, and experience of his Grace ; which they 
ſolemnly doing, 1 wrote down:their Confeſſions : which ha- 
ving done, and being in my own heart hopefulthat there was 
among them fit matter for a Church, 1 did requeſt all the El- 
ders about us to hear them reade, that ſo they might give me 
advice whatto do in this great, and ſolemn buſineſs; which 
being done on a day appointed for the purpoſe, it pleaſed 
God to give their Confeſſions ſach acceptance in their hearts, 
as that they ſaw nothing to hinder their proceeding, to try 
how the Lord would appear thetein. Whereupon, after a 
day of Faſting and Prayer among our ſelves, to ſeek the Lord 
in that behalf, there was another day of Faſting and Prayer 
appointed, and publick notice thereof,” and. of the names of 
Indians were to confeſs, and enter into Covenant that day, 
was given to all the Churches about us, co ſeek the Lord: yet 
farther herein, and to make ſolemn Confeſſions of Chriſt his 
Truth and Grace, and further to try whether the Lord 
would vouchſafe fuch grace unto them, as to give them ac- 
ceptance among the Saints, into the fellowſhip of Church-E- 
Nate, and enjoyment of thoſe- Ordinances which the Lord 
hath berrufted his Churches withal. That day was the thir- 
teenth of the eighth month, 

When the Aſſembly was met, the firſt part of the day was 
ſpent in Prayer unto God, and exerciſe in the Word of God ; 
in which, my ſelf firſt ; and after that, two of the Indians did 
Exerciſe ; and ſo the time was ſpent till after ten, or near ele- 

ven 


ven of the clock. Then addrefling our felves unto the fur- 
ther work of the day,'I firſt requeſted the reverend Elders 
(many being preſent) that they would ask them Queſtions 
touching the fundamental Points of Religion, that thereby 
they might have' ſome tryal of their kriowledg, and' berter 
that way, than if themſelves ſhould of themſelves declare 
what they beleeve, or than if Tſhould askthem' Queſtions in 
theſe matters: After a little conference hereabour, it was 
concluded, That they ſhould firſt make confeſſion of their 
experience inthe Lords Work upon their hearts, becauſe in 
ſo doing, it is like ſomething will be diſcerned of their know- 
ledgin the Doarines of Religion: and if after thoſe Confeſ- 
ſions there ſhould yet be cauſe to inquire further touching a+ 
ny Point of Religion it might be fitly done at laſt. Where- 
upon we ſo proceeded, and called them forth in order ta 
make confeſſion. It was moved in the Afembly by Reverend 
Mr. 7/:i1/on, that their former Confeſſions alſo, as well as theſe 
which they made at preſent, might be read unto theAſſembly, 
becauſe it was evident that they were daunted much, to ſpeak 
before ſo great and grave an Aſſembly as that was, but time 
did not permit it ſoto be then: yet now in my writing of 
their Confeſſions I will rake that courſe, thar-ſo it may ap* 
pear what encouragement there was to proceed ſo far as we. 
did ; and that ſuch as may reade theſe their Confeſſions, may 
the better diſcern of the reality of the Grace -of Chriſt in 
them, oe, e4 fly! 


$33939233032.4644 CI2TIITIELCITES 
The firſt which was called forth is named Tothers 
 ſwatnp, Whoſe former Confeſſion read before 
the Bles Was as followeth: _ 


Pre I prayed anto God; the Engliſh; when I came un- 
LJ) to their houſes, often ſaid unto me, Pray to-God ;/ but 1 
having many friends who loved me, and-T loved them, and 
they cared not for praying to God, and therefore I did not : 
But 1 thought in my heart, thar if my friends ſhould die, and 
I live, I then would pray to God; foon after, God fo 
wrought, thar they did almoſt all die, few of them lefr ; and 
then my heart feared, and I thought, that now I will pray un- 
to God, and yet I was aſhamed ro pray ; andif leat anddid 
not pray, I was aſhamed of that alſo; ſothatIhad a double 
ſhame upon me: Then you came unto us,and taught us, and 
ſaid unto tis, Pray amo God; and after that, my heart' grew 
ſtrong, and I was rio-more aſhamed to pray, but 1 did rake 
up praying to God; yet atfirft 1 did'not rhink of God, and 
eternal Life, but only that the Engliſh ſhould love me, and I 
loved them : But after I came to: learn what fin was, by 
the Commandements of God, and then I ſaw all my fins, luſt, 
S2ming, &c. (he named more.) You taught, That Chriſt 
knoweth all our hearts, and ſeeth what is inthem,if humility, 
or anger, or evil thoughts, Chriſt ſeeth all that is in the 
heart ; then my heart feared greatly, becauſe God was angry 
for all my fins; yea, now my heart 1s full of evil thoughts, 
and my heart runs away from God, therefore my heart fea- 
reth and mourneth. Every day 1 ſeefin in my heart; one 
man brought fin into the World, and1 am fuil of that fin, and 
I break Gods Word every day. I fee I deſerve not pardon, 
for the firſt mans ſinning ; I can do no good, for I am like the 
Devil, nothing but evil thoughts, and words, and works. 1 
have loſt all likeneſs to God, and goodneſs, and therefore 


every 
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every day I fin againſt God, and 1 deſerve death and damny-: 
tion: The firſt man brought fin firſt, and 1 do every day ad 
to that fin, more (ins; but Chriſt hath done for us al} righte- 
ouſneſs, and died for us becaufe of our fins, and Chriſt tea- 
cheth us, Thar if we caſt away 'our fins, and truſt- in Chriſt, 
then God will pardonall ourfins ; this I beleeve Chriſt hath 
done, Ican do no righteouſneſs, but Chriſt hath done it for 
me; this I beleeve, and therefore I do hope for pardon. 
When | firſt heard the Commandements, 1 then took: u 
praying to God, and caſt off fin. Again, When | heard, 
and'\underſtood Redemption by Chriſt, then | belecved Jeſus 
Chriſt ro take away'my (ins : every Commandement taught 
mefin, and my duty.-to God, When you ask me, Why do | 
love God ? I anſwer, Becauſe he giveth me all outward bleſ- 
ſings, as food, clothing, children, all gifts of ſtrengch, ſpeech, 
hearing ; eſpecially that be giveth us a Miniſter to teach us, 
and giveth os Government; and my heart feareth leſt Go- 
verntnent ſhould reprove me : but the greateſt mercy of all is 
Chriſt, to give us parton and life. 
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Totherſwamp 


The Confeſſion which he made on the Faſt 
day before the great Aſſembly, was as 
followeth : . 


| Confelſs in the prefence of the Lord, before I prayed, many 
were my fins, not one good word did 1 ſpeak, not one good 
thought did I think, not one good action did I doe : I did aR 
all fns, and full was my hearc of evil thoughts : when the 
Engliſh did tell me of God, I cared not for it, I thought it e- 
nough if they loved me:T bad many friends that loved me,and 
I thought if they died, would pray to God : and afterward it 
ſocame to paſs; then was my heart aſhamed, to pray I was a- 
ſhamed, & if I prayed not,1 was aſhamed; a double ſhame was 

upon 
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upon me : when God by you taught ns, very much aſhamed 
was my heart; then you taught us that Chriſt knoweth all 
_ our hacrts: therefore truly he ſaw my thoughts, and Thad 
thought,if my kindred ſhould die I would pray to God; ther- 
fore they dyins, I muſt now pray to God: and therefore my 
heart feared, for I thought Chriſt knew my thoughts: then T 
heard you teach,T he firſt man Goa made was namedAdam,o&God 
made a Covenant With him, Do and live, thou and thy Children; 
if thou do not thou muſt die, thou and thy Chilaren ; And we are 
Children of Adam poor finners, therefore we all have ſinned, 
for we have broke Gods Covenant, therefore evil is my heart 
therefore God is very angry with me, weſin againſt him ever 
day; but this great mercy God hath given us, he hath 
Siven.ns his only Son, and promiſeth, That whoſoever belee- 
veth in Chriſt ſhall be ſaved : for Chriſt hath dyed for us in 
our ſtead, for our fins, and he hath done for us all the words 
of God, forIcando no good aq, only Chriſt-can, and only 
Chriſt hath done all for us 3 Chriſt have deſerved Pardon for 
us, and riſen again, he hath aſcended ro God, and doth ever 
pray for us ; therefore all Beleevers Souls ſhall goe to Hea- 
ven ro Chriſt, But when I heard that word «of Chrift, Chriſt 
ſaid Repent aud Beleeve, and Chriſt ſeeth who Kepenreth, then | 
ſaid, dark and weak is my Soul,and I am one in darkneſs, ] am 
a very ſinful man,and now I pray to Chriſt for life. Hearing 
you teach that Word that the Scribes and Phariſees ſaid 
Why do thy Diſciples break_the Tradition of the Fathers ? Chuiſt 
aniwered, Why do ye make void the Commandements of God ? 
Then my heart feared that I do fo, when I teach the Indians, 
becauſe I cannot teach them right, and thereby make the 
word of God vain. Apain, Chriſt ſaid If the blind lead the 
blind they Will both fall into the ditch ; Therfore I feared that I 
4m one blind, and when I teach other Indians I ſhal cauſthem 
to fall into the ditch. This is the love of God to me, that he 
Siveth me all mercy in this worſd,and for them al I am thank- 
full;but I confeſs I deſerve Hell; I cannot deliver my ſelf, but I 
give my Soul and my Fleſh co Chriſt and I truſt my ſoul with 
him for he is my Redeemer, and I deſire to call upon him 
while I live. | 

This 


(7 

This was his Confeſſion 4), ended, Mr. Allis further 
demanded of him this Queſtion, How he foyud his 
heart, now in the matter of Repentance 

His anſwer was ; Iam aſhamed of all my fins, my heart is 

broken for them and melteth in me, T am angry with my ſelf 

for my ſins, and I pray to Chriſt to take away my ſins, and 

I defire that they may be pardoned. 

' But it was deſired that further Queſtion might be 
forborn, leſt time would be wanting to here them all 


ipeak. 
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Then Waban was called forth, whoſe Confeſſion 
was as followeth ; no former confeſſion of bis being 
read unto the Elders. | 


| yoo I heard of God, and before the Engliſh came into 
this Country, many evil things my heart did work, 
many thoughts I had in my heart; I wiſhed for riches, x 
wiſhed to be a witch,I wiſhed to be a Sachem ; and many ſuch 
other evils were in my heart : Then when the Engliſh came, 
_ fill my heart did the ſame things ; when the Engliſh taught 
me of God(l coming to their Houſes)I would go ont of their 
doors, and many years I knew nothing : when the Engliſh 
' taughr me I was angry with them : Mc a little while a- 
oe after the great ſikneſs, I conſidered what the Engliſh 
do, and 1 had ſome deſire todo as they do ; and after that | 
began to work as they work ; and then | wondered how the 
Engliſh come to be ſo ſtrong to labor ; then | thought | ſhall 
quickly die, and | feared leſt 1 ſhould die before 1 prayed to 
God ; then thought, if Iprayed to God in our Language, 
whether could God underſtand my prayers in our Language ; 
therefore 1 did ask Mr. 7ackso»,,and Mr. Habs, If God un- 
derſtood prayers in our Language ? They anſwered me, God 
doth underſtand all Languages in the World. But 1 do nor 
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know how to confeſs, and little do 1 know of Chriſt; t feat 
1 ſhall not beleeve a great while, and very (lowly ; 1 do not 
know what grace is:in'my heart, there is but little s00d in 
Me ;. but chis1know, That Chrift hath kept all-Gods:Com- 
mandements for us, and that Chriſt doth know all our hearts; 
and now [defire to repent of all my fins: | neither have done, 
nor can do the Commandements of the Lord, but | am aſha- 
med of all 1do, and Ido repent of ail my fins, even of all that 
} do know of : 1 defirethat | may be converted from all my 
ſins, and that | might beleeve in Chriſt, and | defire him ; 1 
diſlike my fins, yer | do not truly pray to God in my heart : 
no matter for good words, all is the true heart ; and this day 
| do:not' ſo much defire good words, as throughly'to open-my 
heart: I-confels | can do nothing, but deſerve damnation, 
only Chrift cat help me and do for me. But 1 have nothing 
to ſay for my ſelf that is good ; ljudg thatl am a finner, -and 
cannot repent, but Chriſt hath deſerved pardon'for us. 


This Confeſſion being not ſo ſatisfactory as was deſired, 
Mr. #/o: teſtified, that he ſpake theſe latter expreſſions 
with tears, which I obſerved nor, becauſe Iattended to 
writing ; but I gave this teſtimony of him, That his 
converſatiouwas without offence to the'/Engliſh, ſo far 
as | knew, and among the Indians,it was exemplar : his 
gift is not ſo muchin expreſſing himſelf chis way, but 
in other reſpects uſeful and eminent ; it being deman- 
ded in'what es, I anſwered to this purpoſe, Thar 
his gift'lay inRuling, Judging of Cafes, wherein he is 
patient, conſtant, and prudent, infomuch that he is 
much refpeX#ed among them, for they have choſen him 
a Ruler of Fifry, and he Rulerh well according to his 
meaſure, Tt was further ſaid, they thought he' had 
beet a great drawer on 'to Religion; 1 replyed, ſo he 
bet o is way, and did prevail-with many ; and 'ſo it 
reſted, ; 
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The next that was called, was William of Sud- 
* bury, hs Indian Name is Natadus ; bis for- 
mer Confeſſion read before the Elders, was as 
followeth : tis BUET THO 2ST; oriG we Li 


Confels that before | prayed, | committed all manner of 
4. fins, and ſerved many gods : when the Engliſh came firſt, 
1 going to their Houſes, they ſpake to me of your God, bur 
i | heard of God, my heart hated it; but when they ſaid - 
the Devil was my god, 1 was angry, becauſe 1 was proud: 
when | came to their houſes | hated co hear of God, | loved 
luſt inmy own houſe and not God, | loved to pray to many 
gods. Five years ago, 1 going to Engliſh, houſes, and they 
ſpeaking of God, 1 did a little like of it, yet when 1 went again 
ro my own houſe, 1'did all manner of fins, and in my heart | 
did aQall fins, though 1' would ' not be ſeen by man. Then 
Soing to your houſe, | more desired.to hear of God ; and my 
heart ſaid, 1 will pray to God fo long as 1 live : then wentto 
the Miniſter Mr. Browns houſe, and told him 1 would pray as 
loyg as lived ;. bur he ſaid 1did not ſay itfrom myheart,and 
| beleeve it. When /aban ſpake to me that | ſhould pray to 
God,1 did ſo. But | had greatly finned againſt God, and had - 
not beleeved the Word,but'was proud : but then | was angry 
with my felf, and loathed my ſelf, and thought God will noc 
forgive me my $sins. For when 1 had been abroad in the woods 
| would be very angry, and would lye unto men, and | could 
not find. the way how to be a good man : then | beleeved your 
teachings, That when good men die, the Angels carry their 
ſouls to God ; but evilmen dying, they go to Hell, and pe- 
riſh for ever, | Ithought this a true ſaying, and 1 promiſed 
' to-God, to pray to God as long as | live. I had a little. grief 
in my heart five years ago for my sins : but many were my 
I F - prides, 
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prides ; ſomtime I was angry with my felf, and pityed my 
Fel but I thought God would not pardon ſuck 4 proud heart 
xis mineis : Tbeſeeve that Chriſt would have me to forſake my 
anger; I beleeve. that Chriſt hath redeemed us, and I am 

lad to hear thoſe words of God ; and I delire that I. might 

0al the g00d waiesy of God, and that I might truly 'pray . 
unto God ; I do now want Graces, and theſe Chriſt only 
teacheth us, and only Chriſt hath wrought our redemption, 
and. he procureth our pardon for all our sins ; and I beleeve 
that when beleevers dy, Gods Angels carry them to Heaven : 
but I want faith to beleeve the Word of God,and to open my 
Eyes, aid to help me to caſt away all sins; and Chriſt hath 
deſerved for me eternall life: I have deſerved nothing my 
ſelf; Chriſt hath deſerved all, and giveth me faith to beleeve 
it, <1 i 
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Willam of Sudbury : 
Hu Indian Names 
NaAaTAOUS. 


The (onfeſſin which be made on the faſt day before 
thegreat Aſſembly was as followeth. 


Efore I prayed to.God, Tcommited all sins ; and ſerving 

many gods. I much deſpiſed praying unto God, for 

I beleeved the Devil, and he did dayly teach me to sin, and I 
did them : ſomtimes hearing of God my heart did hate it,and 

went to my own houſe, becauſe Idid love to commit all sin 

there. About Six years ago, 4 little I liked to hear of God, 

and yet I hated chat which was good : hearing that Cur/ha- 

 moquin prayed, then I thought I will pray alſo; a year after, 
I heard of praying to God, and | went to Mr. Browns houſe 
and told him | will pray to God as long as live ; he faid, | 
doubt of it,and bid me cut off my hair,and | did ſo preſently ; 
and then | desired to be like God,and Jeſus Chriſt, and to call 
on - 


ks 
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on him, but 1 found it very hard to beleeve; yet 1 thouphe,1 
wil pray as long as | live. Hearing thacWord, That Chriſt dyed 
for us;was buried &rolſe again and hearing of that Word alſo, 
Seek peace & imbrace the Word: then | began to beleeve that 

Chriſt died for ns,for sin.; and | ſaw my heart very full of sin. 
And hearing chat word, Thac Chriſt went'to the Mount 01:ver, 
and aſcended, | beteeved and thought, Oh that God would 
pardon me ; butl fear he will noc,betauſe | have beenſo long 
time a sinner. Somtime | am angry with my ſelf, for my 
many Evil choughts in my heart; and to this day 1 want grace, 
and cannot confeſs, becauſe | have been ſo great a sinner: and 
this day 1 confeſs, alittle | pray,and that | can pray but a little 
and weakly. When| heard that word of God, That all from 
the rising ro the fetring Sun ſhall pray | firſt under ſtood it 
irnot, and wondered how it-ſhould be : afcer | ſaw that 
when they beleeve and obey God, then he will teach them 
todo right things, and God will teach us to do al things 
for God, ſleeping and waking to be with God. Bur 
ſtill do fooliſhly, and not according,to my prayer : | cannot 
get pardon of my $ins, for my sins are great in thought, 
word, and deed : and no man can caft off his own sins, bur 
that is the work of Chrift only to work it iti us; a man can- 
not make a right prayer but when Chriſt affiſteth him ; then 
we ſhall do all things well. |beleeve that Chriſt is God, and 
the Son of God becauſe when he dyed, he roſe again, and he 
dyed for our fins; and | beleevehe is in Heaven and ever pray- 
eth for us,and fendeth his goſpel unto us:and 1 am angry with 
my ſelf, becauſe | do not beleeve the word of God, and goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, | Rs: 


(8) 
SESENTEEILEISTHNINTEESSSSHSS 


The next which was called forth was Monequaſs 
ſun, who is our School-maſter ; whoſe former 


(onfeſſion, read before the Elders, was as 
followeth. | 
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[| Confeſs my ſorrow for all my fins againſt Ggd, and be-- 
| fore men: When I firſt heard inſtruRion, I beleeved not,. 
but laughed at it, and ſcorned praying to God; after- 
ward, when we were taughtat Cohanzert (that is the place- 
where he lived) Iſtill- hated praying, and I did think of 
cunning away, becauſe I cared not for praying ro God; but: 
afterwards, becauſe | loved'to dwell at that place, | would: 
not leave the place, and therefore | thought | will pray to: 
God, becauſe- 1 would: ſtill ſtay at that place, therefore 1. 
prayed not for the love of God; but for love of the place 
L lived in; after that 1 deſired a lictle. to learn the:Cate-. - 
chiſme on the: LeAure daies, and | did learn the. ten 
Commandements, and after that, all the points in the Cate- 
chiſme ;' yet afterwards | caft them all away again, then 
was my heart filled with folly, and my fins great fins; af-. 
terwards by hearing, | began to fear, becauſe of my. 
many fins, leſt the wiſe men ſhould come to know them, 
and puniſh me for them ;_ and then again | thought of run» 
ning away becauſe of my many ſins : But after that | thoughr 
| would pray rightly to God, and caſtaway my ſins ; then 
1 ſaw my hypocricy, becauſe | did ask ſome queſtions, * 
But did-not- do- that which 1 knew: afterward 1 conſidered 
of my queſtion, and age ay would pray to God, and - 
would consider of ſome other Queſtion, and I asked this, 
Queſtion, How ſhoxld 1 get Wiſdom ? and the Anſwer to it | 
did a little turn my hearc from sin, to ſeek after God; and I 
then considered that the Word of God was good;rhen | as 
ed: 
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ed to God becauſe of the Word of God. The next LeAure day: 
you taught that word of God, If any wan lack Wiſdom, let 
him «ck it of God, who giveth freely to them that ach_bim, and np- 
braiderh no man, James, 1. 5. Then again a little my heart was 
tuned after God, the Word alſo faid, Repent, monrn,- and be- 
leeve in Jeſus Chriſt: this allo helped me on. Then you 
taught, That he that beleeveth not Chriſt, and repenteth net of 
þ», they are fooliſh and Wicked ; and becauſe they beleeve net, they 
ſhall periſh : then I chought my ſelf a fool, becauſe 1 beleeved 
not Chriſt, but ſinned every day, and after I heard the Word, 
I greatly'broke the Word, Burt afterward T heard this pro- 
miſe of God, Who ever repenteth and beleeverh in Chriſt, God. 
will forgive him all hu fins, he ſhall not periſh ; then I thought, 
that as yet, I do not repent, and beleeve in Chriſt then 1 
prayed to God, becauſe of this his Promiſe ; and then I pray- 
ed to God, for God and for Chriſt his ſake : after that again 
Idid a little break the Word of Chriſt, And then I heard 
ſome other words of God, which ſhewed me my ſins, and my 
breakings of Gods word ; and ſometimes I thought God and 
Chriſt would forgive me, becauſe of the promiſe to them 
that beleeve in Chriſt, and repent of fin, I thought | did thar 
which God ſpake in the Promiſe. Then being called to confeſs, 
to prepare to make a Church at Natick, 1 loved Cohanxet ; 
but after hearing this inſftruRion, Thar we hhonld not ouly be 
Hearers, bat Doers of the Word, then my heart did fear. And 
afterward hearing that in Matthew, Chriſt ſaw two brethren 
mending their Nets, he ſaid, Follow me and I will make you 
Fifters of men, preſently they followed Chriſt; and when I 
heard this, I feared, becauſe T was not willing to follow Chriſt 
to Natick; they followed Chriſt at bis Word, bur 1 did not, 
for now Chriſt faith ro us, follow Ae : then I was much trou- 
bled, and conſidered of this Word of God. Afterward I 
heard another word, the blind men cryed after Chriſt 'and 
ſaid, Have merey on 115 thou Son of David, but after they came 
ro Chriſt, he called them, and asked them, z/hat feat 1 do for 
you ? they ſaid, Lord open our ezes ; then Chriſt bad piry on 
chem, and opened: their eyes, and they followed Chriſt ; 
when I heard this, my heart: was tronbled, then I praved to 
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God and Chriſt, to open mine eyes, and if Chriſt open my 
eyes, then1 ſhall rejoyce to follow Chriſt : then I conſide- 
red of both theſe Scriptures, and I alictle ſaw thatT muſt fol- 
low Chriſt, And now my. heart defirxeth co-make confeſſion 
of what I know of God, and of my felf,, and of Chriſt : 1 be. 
leevethat theres only one God, and thathe made and ruleth 
all the World, and that he the Lord, giveth us al good things: 
I know that God giveth every day all good mercies, life, and 
health, and all ; I have notone good thing, but God it is that 
giveth itme, I beleeve that God at firſt made man like God, 
holy, wiſe, righteous ; but the firſt man ſinned, for God pro- 
miſed him, I1fchow do my Commandements, thou ſhalt live, and 
thy children 5 but if thox ſon, thon fhalt die, rh5u and thy children; 
this Covenant God made with the firſt man. | But the firſt 
man did not dothe Commandements of God, he did break 
Gods Word, he beleeved Satan and now | am full of fin, 
becauſe the firſt man brought (in ; dayly 1 am full of fin in my 
heart: Ido notdayly rejoyce in Repentance, becauſe Satan 
' worketh dayly in my heart, and oppoſeth Repentance, and 
all good Works; day and nighe my heart is full of fin. Ibe- 
leeve that Jeſus Chriſk was born of the' Virgin ary ; God 
promiſed her fhe ſhould bear a Son, and his Name ſhould be 
JESUS, becauſe he ſhall deliver bis people from their (ins : 
And when Chriſt came to preach, he ſaid, Repent, becauſe the 
Kingdoms of Heaven u at hand; again Chriſt raught, Except ye 
repent,and become 4s a little child, ye ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven ; therefore humble your ſelves like one of 
theſe little children, and great ſhall be'your Kingdom in Hea- 
ven. . Again Chrift ſaid, Come unto me all ye that are Weary and 
heavy laden with ſin, and 1 will give you reſt : take up my Creſs, 
and Yoak , learn of me. for I am meck., and ye fhall, find reſt to 
Jour (oxls, for my yoak us eaſie, and burden light : theſe are the 
Words of Chriſt, and 1 know Chriſt he is good, but my works 
are evil : Chriſt his words are good, but 1am not humble, 
but if we be humble and beleeving in Chriſt, he pardons all 
our fins. I now deſiceto beleeve.in Jeſus Chriſt, becanſe of 
the word of Chriſt, that | may be converted and become as a 
little Child. I confeſs my ſins before God, and before Jeſus 
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Chriſt this day ; now | deſire all my fins may be pardoned ;: 
| now desire repentance in my heart;-and ever to- beleeve in 
Chriſt ; now | lift up my heart ro Chriſt, and truſt him with 
it, becauſe | beleeve .Chrift died: for.us, for all our fins, and 
deſerved for us eternal life.in. Heaven, and deſerved pardon 
for all onr fins. And now | give my ſoul to Chriſt becauſe he 
hath redeemed : Ido greatly love, and like repentance in my 
heart, and | love to beleeve in Jeſus Chriſt, aod my heart is 
broken by repentance:al theſe things | do like wel of,that they 
may be in my heart, but becauſe Chriſt hath all theſe to give, 
| ask chem of him that he may give me repentance, and faith 
in Chriſt, and therefore | pray and beſeech Chriſt dayly for 
repentance and faith ; and other good waies | beg of Chriſt 
dayly togive me: and | pray to Chriſt for al theſe gifts and 
Sraces to putthem in my heart : and now | greatly thank 
Chriſt for all theſe good gifts which be hath given-me. I 
know not any thing,nor can do any thing that is a good work: 
even-my heart is dark dayly in what 1 ſhould do, and my ſoul 
dyeth becauſe of my fins, and therefore | give my ſoul to 
Chriſt, becauſe | know my foul js dead.in fin, and dayly doth 
commit fin; in my heart [ fin, and all the members of my bq- 
dy are finful. I beleeve Jeſus Chriſt is aſcended to: Heaven 
through the clouds, and he will come again from Heaven : 
Many ſaw Chriſt go up to Heaven, and the Angels ſaid, even 
ſo he will -come again to judg all she world,; and therefore | 
beleeve Gods promife, That all men ſhall riſe again when 
Chriſt cometh again, ' then all ſhall; rife, 3nd all.zheir ſouls. 
comes again becauſe Chriſt is truſted with them, and keeps » 
their ſouls, rherefore | desire my fins may be pardoned ; and 
| beleeve in Chriſt ; and ever fo long as 1 live, | will pray to- 
God, and do all the good waies he icommandeth. . .. 
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The Confeſſion which. he made 61 the Faſt 
day before the great Aſſembly was as fol- 
loweth | NM To won LA 


| Confeſs my sins before the Lord,and before tnen this day:: 
a little while fince 1 did commit many: fins, both in my 
hands and heart ; luſts thefts,and many other ins, and that e- 
very day:and after Theard of praying to God, and that others 
prayed to God, my heart did not like it, bur: hated ir, yea 
and mocked at it; and after they prayed - at Cohanner I til 
hated ir, and when Theard the Word I did not like of it , but 
thought of running away,becauſe I loved fin: but 1 loved the 
place of my dwelling, and therfore I thought I wil rather pray 
ro God, and began to do it; alittle I deſired to learn the ten 
Commandements of God, and-other points of Catechiſme ; 
and then a little 1 repented, /but I was quickly weary of 
repentance, and fell again to sin,and full of evil thoughts was 
my heart : and then I played the Hypocrite,and my heart was 
full of sin: I learned ſomethings; bur did not do what 
God commanded, bnt 1:sinned- and playd the Hypocrite ; 
ſome things I did before man, but not before God. But 
afterward I feared becauſe of my fins, and feared puniſhment 
for my fins, therefore I thought again Iwould run away; 
yet zgain I loving the place, would not run away, but 
would pray to God :' andTasked a Queſtion at the LeQture. 
which was this, How I ſhonld get Wiſdem ? the Anſwer made 
mea little to underſtand : but afterward I heard the word 
If any man lack wiſdom, let him ask.it of God, Who giveth liberal- 
ly ta all that 'ashk; and npbraideth none. - But then I did fear 
Gods anger, becauſe of all my fins, becauſe rhey were Fear 
Afterward hearing that Word, That Chriſt is named Jeſs, 


beeguſe he redeemeth us from all our fins: I chought Chriſt | 
would 


(7 7.) 
would not. ſaye me, becanſeI repent.not, for he faveth only 
pogent Beleevers ; -but Iam not- ſuch an one, but ſtill a day- 
y.. ſinner. Afterward hearing "that Word, . Bleſſed are they 
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that hunger and thirſt after rizhteonſne[s, for they ſhall be filled : 
then] thougn Iam a poor + ar ol is = heart —_ 
1 prayed to. God to teach me to do that which he requireth, 
and to pray aright. . Aﬀterward hearing that word, #ho ever 
. looks upon a Woman to Inſt after her, hath already committed A- 
dultry with her 5 bis heart ; then 1 thought I had done all 
manner of fins in the sight of God, becauſe he ſeeth fuſt in the 
heart, and knoweth all the evil thoughts of my heart; and 
then I did pray unto God, Oh ! give we Repentance and Pardons 
Afterwards when I did teach among the Indians, I was much 
humbled becauſe I could not reade right, and that I 
finned in it; for Iſaw that when I thought to do a good 
work, 1 ſinned in doing it, for | knew not whatwas righe, 
nor how to do it. In the night I was conſidering of my fins, 
and could not find what to do : three nights I conſidered what 
to do, and at laſt God ſhewed me mercy, and ſhewed me 
what | ſhould do. And then Idesired to learn to read Gods 
Word, and hearing that if we ack wiſdom of God, hewill 
give it, then I.did much pray to God, that he would teach me 
to reade,-, After;a years time, 1 choughte 1 did not rightly 
ſeek, and| thought] sinned, becauſe | did not rightly desire 
to read Gods Word, and 1 thought my praying was sinful , 
and | feared, how ſhould l,my wife, and child be cloathed, if 
1 ſpend my time in learning to reade ; but then God was mer- 
ciful to me, and ſhewed me:that Word, Say not, what hall 
eat, or.drink,, or whereWwith ſhall T be cloathed, wicked men ſerch af= 
ter theſe ; but firſt ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, and theſe things 
ſoall be added to you ; then! prayed God to teach me this wore, 
and that | might do it : and then | degired to read Gods word, 
what ever | wanted. Afterwatd-hearing that we myſt make 
2 Town, and gather a-Church at Natick, my heart diſliked 
that place ; burhearing that word, That Chriſt met two Fi- 
hers, and [aid, follow me, and I will make you fiſhers of men, and 
they reſently left all and folla\ped him; hearing chis, 1 was much 
Ffoubled, becauſe 1 had A PORevey Chriſt, for | would not 
23 
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follow him to make a Church, not had T donewfiat he con 
manded the, and chen I wasrroubledfor all my fins.” Agyin. 
hearing that word, That the blind man called after Chriſt, ſaying, 
thor Son of David have metey of me; Chriſt 'zked bim what be. 
world bave bimm dv, be ſaid, Lord open my eyes, and prefently 
Chriſt gave him fight, and he followed Chrift: cheti-4gain. 
my heart was troubled, for I thought TRIH beleeve nor, bes 
cauſe I do not follow Chrift, nor hath' he yet opened 'mine 
eyes: then I prayed to Chriff ro open mine eyes, that 1 mighe 
ſee what to do,becauſe I am blind and cannot fee how to fol- 
low Chrift, and do what he commandeth, and'Tprayed' to 
Chriſt, Teach me Lord what to do, and to do what chou 
ſayeſt; and Iprayed that IT might follow Chriſt: and then 
tchoughr 1 will follow Chrift to make a Church. All this 
trouble I had co be brought to be willing to make a Chnrch : 
and quickly after, God laid upon we more tronble, by tick- 
nefs and death ; and chen T mnch prayed to.God for life, for 
we wereall tick, and then God would not hear me, to give 
ns life; bm: firſt one of my Children died, and after that my 
_ Wife; then I was in great ſorrow, becauſe I thought God. 
would not hear me, and I thought it was, becaufel would 
not follow him, therefore he hears'not me then 1 found 
this fin in my heart, Thar 1 was angry at the paniſhment of 
God : butafterward Iconfidered, Twas a poor fianer, T have 
nothing, nor Child, 'nor Wife, 1 deferve that God ſhould 
take away all mercies from me ; and rhen I repented of my 
fins, and did much pray, and I rewembred che promife ico 
follow Chrift, and my heatt'faid, Thad in thi fined; that 
followed not Chriſt, and therefarel cryedfor pardon of this 
fin: and then hearing of chis Word, F ho ever beleeveth in. 
Chriſt, his fins are pardoned, be beleeving that Chriſt died for us ; 
and Ibeleeved. Apain heating that Word, Tf ye be nor con- 
verted, and become a little Child, you cannot goto Heaver ; then 
' my heart thought, 1 donocthis, bur I deſerve Hell fire far. 
ever; and then Iprayed Chrift, Oh ! turn me from my fit, 
and teach meto hearthy Ward; and prayed to tny Father 
in Heaven : and afterthie, 1 beleeved.in Chriſt for pardon. 
Afterward I heard shat Word, That ic is a ſhame for a mans. 
: b . to, 
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to wear long hair, and thatthere was no fach cuſtom in the 
Churches : at firft 1 choughe I Ioved nor long hair, bur 1 
did, and foundiiovery bard rocuriioff; and eben I prayed 
God to pardon that finalfo : Afterward Ithought my heart 
cared not for the Word of God bur then Tthought I would 
give wy felfup unto the Lord, to do all his Word, Aﬀeer- 
ward I heard that word; If thy right foot offend thee, cnt it off, 
or thy right band, or thy right ye x its better to go to Heaven with 
'one fout, or band, or eye, than having both to go to Hel; then I 
thought my hair had been a {fambling to me, therefore I cut 
ir off, andgriev*« for this fin, and prayed for pardon. .Af- 
ter hearing that word, ' Come #nt0 me all ye that are weary and 
beanie lanen with'your fav, and 1 willgivereſt 10 your ſouls; then 
my heaccchougnt char [ do dayly batemy fins, Oh! thac I 
could go toChrift / and Chriſt looketh 1fhould come unto 
him; cherfore I will go unto him, andeberfore then I prayed, 
'Oh 1. Chrilt help me cocomeunto thee : atid Tprayed becauſe 


of all my fins that they may be pardoned. For thefirft man 
was madre God im holioe(s, and righteouſneſs; and God 
gaye him his Covenant: buy Adam: ſinned, beleeving the De- 
vil, therefore God was angry, and therefore all we Chil- 
dren of Adam are like the Devil, and dayly fin, and break e- 
very Law of God, full of evil choughes, words, and, works, 
and only Chriſt can deliver us from our fins, and he that be- 
leeveth in Chriſtis pardoned ;, but my heartof my ſelf. can- 
ho: beleeve <' Satan hath power in me, burTcry to God, Qh! 
give ie faith, and pardon my fin, becauſe Chriſt alone can 
deliver me. from Hell; therefore .] pray, On ! Jeſus Chriſt 
defiver me. Chriſt hathprovided che new Covenanr co ſave 
Beleevers in Chrift, therefore I delire ro give my ſoul to 
Chrift, for pardon of a[l my fins : the firft Covenant is broke 
by lin, and we delerve Hell ; but Chriſt Keepeth for us the 
new.Covenant, and therfore I betruft my ſoul wich Chrift. 
Again, I deije to beleeve in Chcift, becauſe Chrift will come 
to judgment, and all.ſhall rife again, and all Beleevers, in 
this life ſhall then be ſaved ; therefore 1 defiie to beleeve 
Chriſt, and morcifie fin-as long as 1 live; and I pray Chriſtto 
help me co beleeve : and Ithank God for all his mercies eve- 
G 2 ry 


( 20 
w day : and now | confeſs before God that loath my ſelf for _ 
my sins and beg pardon. eff C3 
Thus far he went in his Confeſſion ;, but they being flow 
of ſpeech,cime was far ſpent mrs ho aſſembly of Eng- 
liſh underſtanding nothing he ſaid, only waiting for my 
interpretation, many of them went forth,others whiſpe- 
red, and a great confusion was in the Houſe and' a- 
| broad : and1 perceived that the graver ſort thoughe the 
time long,therfore knowing-he had ſpoken enough unto 
ſatisfaQion (at leaſt as | Judge ) 1lhere took him off. 
Then one of the Elders asked, if 1 took him. off, or 
whether had he finiſhed ? 1 anſwered, That 1 cook him * 
off. 0 after my. reading what he had ſaid, we called 
another. 345 a 
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The next who was called forth was Ponampam, 
who bad formerly twice made confeſſion , and 
beth read before the Elders, His firſt Confeſſion 

was as followeth. Tf a9 


VV Hen God firſt had mercy on us, when they 
firſt prayed at Noonanetam, | heard of it, and the 
firſt word that 1 heard was, That all from the riſing of the 
ſnn to the going down thereof ſhall pray nntoGog,z and I thought, 
Oh ! let it be ſo. | After | considered what theword' may' be, 
and underftood by it, That God was mercyfull ; afterwards 
when you alwayes came to us, I only heard the word, I 
did not underſtand ir, nor meditate on it, yet Ifound that 
al my doings were sins againſt God ; thenT prayed unto God. 
Afterwards | heard, That God 'would'pardon all that beleeve 
in Chriſt ! and quickly after | ſaw my sins to be very many 3 
Ifaw that inevery thing 1 did, lSinned: & when | ſaw theſe my 
tins againſt God, was weary of my ſelf, & angry with my ſelf 

| in 
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in my heart ; but the free mercy of God, cauſed me to hear 
his word, and then | feared becauſe every day sin was in my 
heart,and I thoughtin vain | looked to Chriſt : Then hearing 
this word of Chriſt, that Chriſt taught through every town, 
and village, Repext and belceve. If any one repent, and mourn, 
and beleeve, 1 will pardon him; then my heart thought 1 
will pray to God as long as | live : but ſomtimes my heart was 
aſhamed, and ſomtimes my heart was ſtrong, and God ſeeth 
my heart: | now desire to repent, and beleeve in Chriſt, 
and that Chriſt will pardon me, and ſhew mercy to us all. 


___ Ponampam, 
His Second (onfeſſion was as followeth : 


XI 7 Hen I prayed not.unto God Tever sinned every day : 
Y but when Noonanetam Indians firſt prayed, I heard 

of it, and three nighrs I conſidered whether 1 ſhould pray 
or no,. but I found not how to pray unto God, but how not 
to pray :- butthen T heard Gods free mercy in his word, 
call all to pray, from the. riſing of the Sun to the going doWn 
thereof ; yet preſently I loſt that word, and ſinned again, 
and committed many {ins.* Then Gods free mercy ſhewed me 
in the Catechiſm,7 hat God made all the World,yert my heart did 
not beleeve, becauſe I knew | ſprung from my Father and Mo» 
ther: did alwates at many ſins, becauſe Iwas born in fin,and 
in vain I heard Gods word, Then I heard Gods Word, That 
Chriſt was made man, yet Idid but hear it, though Ithoughe 
it might be. true: I thought I would caſt off all sin, bur 
then I- found that I loved them'very much. I heard Gods 
promiſe to Abraham, To increaſe his Children as the Stars for 
»#mber, but | beleeved not, becauſe he had but one Son: 
and thus 1 caſt off the word, and committed $ins. | heard 
alſo from the word, That all men are not alike to God, ſome 
are firſt to God, | or preferred before other; ] but! did 
| nor 


not beleeve it becauſe all men die alike; therefore chey are 
not the Sons of.God, and God is not their Father : So ftill 
I beleeved not the Word, but broke Gods Word 'dayly, and 
” in vain Theard Gods Word. Afterward Þ heazd that Word of 

| God to Moſes, Ple be with thy mouth, for who maketh the ſeeing 
_ Eye.or bearing Ear, 4 not I ?(aich the Lurd then I vnderftood 
a lit:le of God, and of his Werd; bur ili} Tated much fig. 
Afterward | heard that Word of Free-Grace, Fepent, and be- 
leeve the Gofel.and who ever beleeve ſhall re ſavel; then my heart 
belceved,then | ſaw I had prayed but atore man, & fo was my 
hearing.or any other duty: and [ (aw o;her of my bar againſt 
God; and then I ſaw that my hearcdid notbeleey asir ſhould, 
& I delired to be open in my doings; I faw I brake every come 
mind of God : yet preſently Hoſteni:,and ihe Word of Ch rift 
waz of little worth unco me; and I ſaw | loved ftn very much. 
Then again I heard chat word, That alli ſhall pray from the 
rifing to che ſitting Sun; then Ithought | will pray co God, 
and yer only my tongue prayed. Then again I heard the 
Catechiſm, That God made Adam and Eve,and al the world, 
and alittle I beleeved that word. Afterward I heard ano: 
ther word, That they are Baſtards , not Sons, whom God affiifty 
no: : 1did a little think thisro-be a truch, and then ! prayed 
more unto God, and-yet I ſaw Ifeared man more than God: 
but notwithſtanding, I bave prayed unto God from that day 
nnto this day; yet | ſee 7 fin every day. WhenlT heard chat 
Word that God ſpake to doſes. in the Mount by a Trumpet, 
and ſaid, Tho ſhalt not bave any other God, thou ſhalt not Iuft, 
nor lye, nor kill, ec. I ſaw all theſe I had broken; 1 heard the 
Word, but iinard in what lheard: 1 heard chat my heart 
muſt break and melt for fin, and beleeve in Chriſt, and that 
we (hould cry our hears ific beſo; yer Icould try baclitle, 
nor find bat licele, bus fil I finned much. I heard that 
Word, That they which caſt off God,God will caſt off them; 
and I feared left God ſhanld caſt me away, becauſe of my 
fins : | was aſbamed of my fins, and my heart.melied, agd1 
thought 1 wil give my ſelf to God, and to Chriſt, aud do 
what he will forever; and becauſe of this promiſe of pardon 
toal that repent and beleeve, my heart defireth to pray to 
God azlong as | live. Ponam- 


Ponampam ; 


The Confeſſion he made on the Faſt day, before the 
great Aſſembly was as followeth: 


Efore 1 prayed unto God,1 committed all manner of fins ; 
and when | heardthe Catechiſm, That God made me, | did 
notbeleeveirt, becauſe 1 knew 1 ſprang from my Faiher and 
Mother, and therefore | deſpifed the Word, and therefore a= 
gain | didaQ all fins, and 1 did love them. Then God was 
merciful co me, to let me hearthat Word, That al (hal pray 
from the rilingto the ſiting Sun ; and then | confidered whe- 
ther | ſhould pray,but I found not in my heart thar all ſhould 
pray : 'but then 1{confidered-of praying, and what would 
become of me if I did not pray, and what would become of 
me, if 1 did pray; but | echought if 1 did pray, the Szchems 
would:be angry, becauſe They did nor fay, pray to God,and 
thereforel did nor yet pray ; ' baticonfidering of that word, 
that all ſhall pray, 1 was troubled, and 1 found in my heart 
that I would pray unto God 3- and” yer 1 feared that others 
would !augh at me, and therefore 1 did not yet pray. Af- 
terward God was yet mercifa! to me, and 1 heard that God 
made the World, andabe firſt man, and I thought it was. 
true, and therefore 1 would prey to God, becauſe he*hath 
madeall; and yet when | did pray, 1 thought 1 prayed not 
aright, becauſe] prayed for the ſake of man, and 1thovughts: 
thisro bea great fin. Burthen | wondered at Gods free mer- 
cyto me, forl faw'God made me, and giveth me all mercies: 
ind chen was troubled, and ſaw that many were my fins, 
and ebetl do not yet beleeve; chenl prayed, yer my heart fin- 
ned, for| prayed only with my mouth : and then 1 repented 
of my {ins, and then. a little 1 conſidered and remembred 
God: love unto us: but 1 was a finner, and many were o 
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Sins, and a little 1 repented of We and yet again | sinned, 
and quickly was my heart full of sin: then again was my 
heart angry with my ſelf, and often | loſt all this again, and 
fellintosin, Then | heard that word, That God fent Moſes 
to BYPt, and promiſed I will be with thee; that promiſe 1 con- 
Sidered, but | thought that in vain 1 did ſeek, and 1 was 4- 
ſhamed that 1did ſo: and 1prayed, Oh God teach me truſy 
to pray, not only before man, but before God, and pardon al 
theſe my sins. Again | heard that word, that Chriſt ranght 
through every Town and Village, Repent and beleeve, and be 
ſaved, and a little 1 beleeved this word, and 1 loved it, and 
then | ſaw all my ſins, and prayed for pardoms Again! heard 
that word, He that caſteth off God, him will -God caſt off ; 
and 1foundin my heart, that | had done this, and | feared be- 
cauſe of this my sin, leſt God ſhould caſt me off, and that | 
ſhould for ever periſh in Hell, becauſe God hath caſt me off, | 
having caſt of God: then 1 was troubled about Hell, and 
what ſhall | do if |be damned ! Then | heard that word, If ye 
repent and beleeve, God pardons all sins; then | thought, 
Oh that | hadthis, 1desired to repent and beleeve, and | beg- 
Sed of God, Oh give me Repentance and Faith, freely do it 
tor me; and | aw.God was merciful to do it, but! didnotat- 
tead the Lord, only ſometimes; and | now confeſs 1 am aſha- 
.med of my sins, my heart is broken, and melteth in me; l 
 amangry at my ſelf; | desire pardon in Chriſt, | betruſt 
wy ſoul with Chriſt, that he may doit for me. | 
-. Byſuchtime as this man had- finiſhed; the-time was far 
ſpent,and he was the fift in number, their ſpeeches being low, 
and they were the more {low at my requeit,that 1 might write 
what they ſaid; &oft | was forced to inquire of my interpreter 
{who ſat by me) becauſe | did not perfectly underſtand ſome 
ſentences, eſpecially of ſome of them :. theſe things did make 
the work long-ſom,considering the inlargement of ſpirit God 
_ gave ſome of them; .and ſhould we have proceeded further, 
it woald have been ſun-ſet before the Confefliors in likely- 
hood would have been. finiſhed, besides all the reſt of the 
work that was to be done to finiſh ſo ſolemn a work; and the 


place 
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place being remote in the woods, the nights long and cold 
and people not fitted to lie abroad, and no comperant lodgings 
in the place for ſhich perſons, and the work of ſuch mo. 
ment as wonld not admit an hudling np'in haſt And 
 besides all this, though 1 had fully ufed all tix means, co have 
all the Interpreters preſent that 1 could, that fo the tnterpre« 
ration might not depend -upon my single teftemony ,. yes 
ſo it was'thart they all failed, and 1 was alone (as | have been 
wont to be in this work } which providence of God was not to 
be neglected in ſo ſolemn a busineſs. Wherfore the Magi- 
ſtrates, Elders, and Grave Men preſent, adviſed together what 
to do, and rhe Conclusion was, Not to proceed any furthes 
at prefent, yet 10 ro carry the matter, as that the Indians 
bs ah in no wiſe be diſcouraged, but encouraged ; to which: 
end, one of the Elders was requeſted to ſpeak unto the Eng- 


to ſpeak unco me words: of Comfort; "#nd #cceptance of m 

Po0 I thor, expreſſing their loving fear, eſt | ſhould be dif 
couraged by this diſappointment :-F Thall therefore nakedly | 
| | H [2H 2.55212. . fechare, 
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declare, and open fiiy very heart in this Matter. The Lord he 
knowerh, that-with much fear, and care I wens about chis 
work, cven unto the ſenfible waſting, and weakniliig of ny 
nataral ftrength, knowing thar the inveſting theſe young 
Babes in Chriſt, with the higheſt, and all the external pri- 
viledges of the Church, .the Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt on Earth, 
would have drawn upon me much more labor and care, let 
they ſhould in any wiſe ſcandalize the ſame; unto which I 
have now more time aſſigned me by the Lord to prepare them, 
yea, and a greater gr than I had before, becauſe chis 
diſpenſation of the Lord, doth give me occaſion to inſtru& 
them of their need to be filled with deeper apprehenſions of 
tize weight and ſolemaity of that great Work, though it is 
moſ true, that they alſo came on unto it with many fears, 
and queſtions, what they ſhould do when they ſhould be a 
Chucch : When therefore I ſaw the Lord by the Counſel of 
his Servants (which is an holy reverend Ordinance of Chriſt) 
and by his Providence denying me the help of QI Interpre- 
ters, having many wicneſſes how much care and pains 1 wok 
every way I knew, to beſupplied therein; and that the work 
it ſelf was extended by the Lords gracious inlarging them in 
their Confeſſions, ſo chat the day was not ſufficient to ac- 
compliſh ix ; Iſay, when 1 ſaw the Lord ſpeaking thai dela- 
tory word, | cannot expreſs what a load it took off my heart, 
and I did gladly follow the Lord therein, yea, and 1 bleſs 
the Lord for that day, that it was carried fo far as it was, for 
he caufe of Chriſt hath many waies gained by it, many hun- 
dreds of the precious Sainte, being much comforted and con- 
firmed in their hopes of this work of Chriſt among them, 
and their faith and prayers much quickned by what they 
heard and ſaw. And becauſe all witnefles failed me, let me 
ſay but this, I began, and have followed this work for the 
Lord according tothe poor meaſure' of grace received, & not 
for baſe ends. I have been true & faithful unto their ſouls,and 
.in writing ard reading their Confeſfions, 1 have not know- 
.ingly,ar willipgly made them better, than he Lord helped 
themſelves to make them, but am verily perſwaded on good 
grounds, that I have rather rendered them weaker (for _ 
morn 
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l 
molt part) than they delivered ehem ; partly by miſlivg ſome 
words of weight in ſome Sentences, partly by my ſhory and 

- curttouches of what they more fully ſpake, and partly by 
reaſon ofthe different Idioms of their Language and ours. 
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Now follow thoſe Pre aritory Confeſſions, 
which were read before the EL 
ders, moſt of them. | 


The firit that made a publick (onfeſſion, and was 
took in Writmg, was Peter, a Ruler of Ten. as 
mong them a Godly man, who quickly after he 
had made this Confeſſion, fell ſick, and died, 

and now injoyeth the! fruit of his Faith, the end 
of his Hope, the [alvaion of his Soul, among the 
Bleſſed ; where I am perſwaded he ſhall be found 
in the great day. His ( onfeſſion was as followeth. 


VV Hen 1 firft\prayed to God, I did not fear God, but 
'V 1 feared perdition, becauſe the Engliſh had told me, 
that all ſhould be damned,that call notupon God. Buinow 
| konw that God made all che world, and 1 fear bim; 
now | beleeve that which you reach is true; Now 1 beleeve 
that Godcalleth us to Natik, that here we may be ruled by 
Gad, and gather a Church ; now | beleeve that ir is Gods 
Command, that we ſhould labor Six dayes, and wy the 
Sabbath on the Seventh day : now my heart is greatly abaſed 
for all my fins; for we ſee though we pray toGod weare 
ready to offend each other,and be angry with each other,and 
that we love not each osher as we ſhould do; and for this 1 
grieve & my heart crieth:now + remember thatGod faith __ 
2 Jalc 
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(28) 

ſhale not luſt, but before 1prayed to God 1 was full of lofts; 
God faith, We muſt have but one Wife, and at firſt did 
make but one man and one woman ; but | followed many 
women, God faith, Remember to keep the Sabbath day ho- 
ly ; but 1 did hunt, or ſhoot, orkny thing on the Sabbath day: 
many other fins] committed ; but now | ſee them;and wil caſt 
them away becauſe they are vile, and God forbiddeth them : 
when | prayed firſt my sins were not pardoned, for my praying 
is worth nothing : now | am humbled, and mourn for my sins 
and yet cannot deltyer my ſelf nor get pardon, therfore1 truſt 


Chriſt with my ſoul. 
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T he, next Confeſſion was made by John Speene, 
as followeth. His firft confeſſion was this, 


vw Hen | firſt prayed to God, 1did not pray for my ſoul 

but only 1did as my friends did, becauſe [loved them ; 
and though ] prayed to God, yet 1 did not fear fin, nor was 
I troubled at it. 1 heard that when good men die, their 
ſouls go to God, and are there happy,' but | cannot ſay that 
| beleeved its Afterward my heartrun away into the coun- 
try, after our old wayes, and | did almoſt caſt offpraying to 
God. A little while after that, | ſaw that | had greatly ſinned, 


. and then | ſaw all my ſins, afore | prayed to'God, and fince-1 


prayed to God, and | ſaw that God was greatly angry for 
them,and that | cannot get pardon for them; but yet my heart 
faith 1 will pray to God as long as 1 live : 1 thought God 
would not pardon me, and yet! would caſt away my fins. I 
did greatly love-hunting,and hated labor : but now | beleeve 
that word of God, which faith, Six dayes thou. ſhalt la- 
bor. and God doth make my body ftrong to labor. 


John 
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= _ John Speene, 8 
This (onfeſſion being ſhort m ſome main points , be 
afterward made ( onfeſſion as followerh. 


Hen 1 firſt prayed 1 prayed not: for my foul, but 

for the ſake of men, I loved men, and for their ſakes 

| prayed to God. Before | prayed many. were my ins, 
and my heart. was heaped full, and ran over in all 
manner of luſts and fins. After 1 heard of praying to God, 1 
let it fall and regarded it not ;. after came to hear the word, 
1 ſometimes feared, but ſoon loſt it again. Then my heart 
ran away after our former courles, and then what ever | heard 
L1oſt, becauſe my heart was run away ; and many were my 
fins, and therfore could not get pardon, becauſe my heart run 
away, and many were my fins, 'and 1 did indeed. go into the 
Country. But afterwards, | hearing the Catechiſm, | defired 
to learn it, and then | belceved that when Beleevers die, their 
ſouls go to God, and arecever happy ; when Sinners die, their 
ſouls g0 to Hel,and are ever tormented ; and that when Chriſt 
judges the world, our bodies riſe acain, and then we ſhall re- 
ceive the judgment of Chriſt ; the good ſhal and at his right 
hand, the bad -at his left : this | beleeved was true, and then 1 
faw all my great follies and evils :- and now my- heart deſired 
to lay by hunting, and to workeevery day; and this is Gods 
Command, and cherfore a good way ; God faid; Thou ſhalt 
work {ix daies,and if thou work, thou ſhalt ear; rherfore | be- 
leeve ir,and my beart promiſeth; that 1 will this do as long as 1 
live. Now | ſee 1did great folly.for now 1 hear that God faith 
Fork ; and now | fear becauſe God hath affliaed me,in takings 
away my brother a Ruler : now lam troubled, 1 fear | fined. 
. tn.not beleeving our Ruler, becauſe now God hath taken him 
away ; he taught me good words, but | beleeved them nor, 
and now | repent becauſe Chriſt calleth me co it : Sreat 
1s the pumſhment of God in taking away our Ruler ; 
and nuw. I pray, and fay to Chiiſt, Oh Jeſus Chriſt: © 


I havye- 


1,39) 

1 have ſinned: I belecve that if 1 repent and be humbled, 
and pray nor onty—onwardly-bur- inwirdly, and be- 
leeve in Chrift, thenGod wHl pardon all my fin; butl can- 
nov - Apr of fin, 1 cannot deferve pardon, bar only 
Chri Tm merited pardon for us : Icannot deliver my felf 
from all wy fins; bat Chriſt redeemeth, and delivereth from 
all fin: Ideferve not one mercy of God, but Chriſt hath me- 
rited all mercies for us. , | 
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The next are the (Confeſſions of Robin Speene, 
who three ſeveral times ar +5 , and confeſſed 


as followeth, Hu firſt (on eſſion 


TT Was aſhamed becauſe you taught to pray to God, and 1 

£4 did not take itup; 1 fee God is angry with me for all my 
fins, and he hath afflifted . me by the death of chreeof my 
children, and I fear God is fill angry, becauſe great are my 
fins, and I fear left my children be not gone to Heayen, be- 
.cauſe1am a great ſinner, yet one of my children prayed to 
God beforeir died, and therefore my heart reJoyceth in that. 
I remember my Panwaning [for he was a Parwan| my luit, 
my gaming, and all my fins; I know them by the Comman- 
dements of God, and God heareth and feeth them all; 1 can- 
not deliver my felt from fin, therefore I do need Chrilt, be- 
cauſe ofall my fins, 1 defire pardon, - and | beleeve that God 


_ all co come to Chrift, and that he deliverech us from 
fin, | 


Robin 


(31) 
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' Robin Speen, ; | | | | 
His Second (onfeſſion. | 


Have found out onhe word more: great are my ſins, and 

| do not know how to repent nor do 1 know. the evil of 
my fins; only this one word, now I confeſs 1 want Chrifi,chis 
day | want him ; 1do not truly beleeve nor repent : 1 fee-my 
ſin, and1 need Chriſt; buc-1 defirenow to be redeemed : and 
| now az you this Queſtion, Phat is- Redemption ? ©I anſwe- 
red him, by ſhewing him our eſtate by Nature, and deſert, 
<rhe price which Chriſt paid for us, and how it ito be appli- 
«<edto every particular perſon; which done, he proceeded in 
«<hisConfeſfion thug : 1 yet cannot tell whecher, God. hath 
pardoned my ſins, | forget the Word of Ged ; butthis1 de- 
fire, that my fins may de pardoned, but my lreart is fooliſh, 
and a great part of the Word ftayeth not in my heart firapg- 
ly. I defice to caſt all my fins out of my heart: butl re- 
member my ſins, this 1 may get them pardoned, 1rthink God 
doth not yet hear my prayers in this, becauſe 1 cannot keep 


the Word of God, only 1defireco hear the Word, and thak 
God would hear ne. 


wu C_—_— _ — NY OT nn _ 
Robin Speen, 
Hs Third (Confeſſion, _ 


Neword morel cal co mind, Greas is my fin-! this ſaith 

my heare, 1 have found this fin, when-1 ficft, heard you 
teach, that all the world from thetifing to the fining Sun 
ſhould pray to God, | then wondered at ic, and thought, 1 
: Deng 


(32) 
being a great ſinner, how ſhal l pray,to God; and when | ſaw 
many-cometo-the Meeting, wondred atit--But now | do not 
wonder at that work of God, and therefore 1think that 1 do 
now greatly fin: and.now [Yefire agaiti to wonder at Gods 
Works, and | desire to rejoyce in Gods good waies. Now | 
ammuch aſhamed, and fear becauſe 1 have deſerved eternal 
wrath by my fins” my heart is evil , my heart doth contrary. 
to God: and this | desire, that | may be redeemed, for | can» 
not help my ſelf, but only Jeſus Chriſt hath done al this for 
me, and | deſerve no good, but | beleeve Chriſt hath deſerved 
all for us ; and | give my ſelf unto Chriſt, that he may fave 
me, becauſche knoweth eternal life, and can give it;- | can- 
not piveiitto my ſelf, therefore [ need Jeſus Chriſt, my heart 
is full of evil thoughts.;: and Chriſt only can keep my: ſoul 
from them, becauſe he hath paid for oy deliverance from 


them. 
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The next are the (on feſſions of Niſhohkou-: who 


twice made preparitory Confeſſions ; the fiſt d 
hich only, was.read before the Elders, | 


\OD in Heaven i is merciful, and | am ſinful : when | ffs 
heard the Word of God, | neither ſaw nor underſtood; 
dutaiter, when-you taught theſe words,-Ze Wiſe; Oh all ye pes- 
ple, and belevve in teſns Chriſt, then | prayed unco (od ; yet 
afrerwards | sinned, andalmgf totiookPraying.to God. Af- 
terward | underſtood, That God who made all the World was 
merciful to sinners ; and truly | ſaw my heart very sinful, be- 
cauſe | promiſed Gods pray: as long as Ilive, bur my heart 
hath not ſo done. Again i ny God 1 will follow Chriſt | 
_ ratthings; and now: Sy. hearv backward; aud not fo 
'Forwird fo maket® Church.” God:promiſecb,. 1 £ojiſh dngs 
'prayits Godfor!Wiſdom hemill give'ir : :rhis] Promiſe, 1 be-- 


og" but Lfind my-hearc full of remprations ; nga 47 
mile 


* 
bw 


FR \ 33 © e624 
miſe God,as in the P/alm,.* All my works fhal be done in wiſe * 2/4/53 
dom, for 1 confeſs al my works and words, have been fooliſh, ***:*: 
God is wiſe and good, but | am fooliſh. God who hath made 
the World, ſent his own Son Jeſus : and Jeſus Chriſt hath 
died for us, and deſerved for us, pardon and life, this is true; 
and he hath done for me'all Gods Commandements, for Lcan 
do nothing, becauſe 1am very sinful. God in Heaven is very 
' merciful,and therfore hath called me to pray unto God. God 
hath promiſed to pardon al their sins, who pray unto God, 
and beleeve inthe Promiſe of Chriſt, and Chriſt can give me 
go beleeve in him. *' © 4 
.. When he-had made this Confeſſion; he was much abaſhed, 
© fot he is a baſhful man; many things he ſpoke that I 
miſſed, for want of through underſtanding ſome words 
- ' andfſentenees: therfore before the Faſt day he made a- 
+© "'nother Confeſſion, which was not read before the El- 
*'.7 ders; which was as followeth. ah : 


w gy _— Load 
LO 


* 'Y. 
. 7 - .. 
Tm -_ at 
_— —__——— c 
«1 % A 


Niſhohkou | 


| Ep dead in fin, Oh! that my fins might die, for they 
'cannot give life, becauſe they be dead : before | prayed 
eo God, Idid commit all filthyneſſe, I prayed to many gods, 
1:was proud, full of luſts, adulteries, and all others fins, 
and therefore this is my firſt Confeſſion, that God is merci- 
fult,and 1am a finner, for God have given unto me inſtraRion 
and cauſeth me to pray unto God,” but | only pray words ; 
when | prayed, | ſomtimes wondered, and thought true it is 
that God made the-world, and me-: and then | thought 
knew God, becauſe ſaw theſe hisworks, and then twas lad 
ſomtimes, and gave thanks; yet preſently again | did not 
rejoyce in it. Again ſomtimes | thought, now 1 do wel 
becauſe | pray, and work not on the Sabbath daies, but come 
w the Meetings, and hear the Word of God : But afterward 
again, | chought Ido not wel, becauſe true itis, That yet 1do 

'E | | not 


_— EE 
noi truly pray; for.now I fee fid when 1 prays becinſe 
chere is nothing bur fia in my mouth, or hand, or hears, and 
all fins are there, for oftheſe my ſias my heart is fall, becauſe 
my heart doth ſometimes luſt, and fleal, and che like, . A- 
- gain, I yyas not only proud before I prayed, bur now. I am 
roud, Again, ſomecimes my heart is humbled, and ahen 
pray, Oh God have mercy on me, and pardon theſe my 
fins; yer ſometimes I know-not whether God did either hear 
my prayer, or pardon my fins. Again, afterwards Ithoughs 
T had greatly finned, becauſe I heard of the good way of pra- 
ying unto God, bur Ildo-wickedly becauſe I pray not eruly, 
yea, ſometimes I have much ado topray with my monch,and 
therfoce I fin. ITheard of that good way, to keep the Sab- 
bath, and not to work on that day, and Idid {o : but yer a- 
gain | fannedin it, becauſe I did nor. reverence the Word of 
God; yea, and ſomeiimes I thoughe-thar working on the 
Sabbath was no great matter. Again, I heard ic was a good 
way to come to the Meetings, and hear the word of God,and 
I defired co doit; butin this alſo I finned, becauſe I did nor 
cruly hear : yea, ſometimes Ithoughrcii no great matter if I 
heard not, and cared notto come to hear, and Rill I fo fin+ 
ned. Then I thought God was angry, becauſe I have great- 
ly finned; defiringto do well, and yet again co fin. | When 
I defired to do nes þ then I finned, and in all things I ſinned. 
But afterward I was angry with my ſelf, and thought 1 will. 
noxfin again ; and whas God ſairb,is good, bur I am finfol 
becauſe | have done all theſe evils. Again, ſomerimes my 
heart is humbled, and then | repent, and ſay, Oh God and 
Jeſus Chrift, have mercy on me, and pardon my fins. Now 
defirecruly to pray; now | deſire to reverence the Word eyery 
Sabbath day :: now | defire to-hear the Word of God truly; 
nowl-defire «0 bend my heatt'to pray, and it. may be God 
will hear me: buequickly after a temptation comech to my 
heart, and1 did nordefire it. Again, fomerimes 1 did think, 
erue iris 1 can do nothing of my ſelf, bur Jeſus Chcift muſt 
" have mercy on me, becauſe Chriſt hath done for me all Gods 
' Commandements and good Works, therfore my heari ſaith, 
Oh Jeſus give me defires after thee ; ſometimes I think is is 
true, 


6839. | 
erue, I have greatly finned againft God, but great are his mer- 
ciex: ſometimes I hear che Word on the Sabbath day, and 
hegiveth it me, [chat is, maketh it my own] ſometimes 1 ſay 
the greatand mighty. God is in. Heaven, but theſe are bus 
words, becauſe 1 do not fear this great and mighty God; and 
I ſometimes regard not Gods Word, and make kk of none ef- 


fe&, becauſe | do not that which is good, but commit fin : 
ſometimes I ſay I know Chcifſt,becauſe I know he died for ur, 
and hath redeemed ns, and procured pardon. for us : yet a- 
gain I ſay I fin, becauſe I beleeve not Chriſt, for chat only is 
right to beleeve in Chriff, and do what he ſaith; but Ichink 
I dothis in vain, becauſe I yet do not cruly beleeve 29 jets 
Chtift,nor do what he commandech, and therefore my heart 
plays the hypocrite; and now I know what is hypocrifie, 
namely, when 1 know whac 1 ſhould do, and yet do it not. 
Somerimes Ichink I am'like anto Satan, becauſe I do al theſe 
fins, and fin inall things I do; if I pray I fin, if I keep 
Sabbath I fin, if Ihear Gods Word | fin, therefore I am like 
the Devil. Now I know I deſerve to goto Hell, becauſe all 
theſe finsI have committed : then my heart is eroubled,and E 
- fay, Oh God and Chriſt pardon all my fin, for I cannot par- 
don wy fins my ſelf; for che firſt man brought fin into the 
world, and therfore I am ſinful, therfore 1 p'Y thee O Lord 
pardon all the fins which I have done. Again, ſometimes 
my heartis bumbled, and 1 defice to fear God, becauſe he is 
a great God, and 1 deſire todo what hefairh, and now 1 de- 
_ firero dothe right way, and now | deſire to beleeve Jefar 
Chriſt; and ſometimes] think is may be God will hear me, 
it may be be will pardon me, yer again | chink I cannot be a+ 
ſhamed of fin ; butnow lam aſbamed ofall my fins, and my 
heartis broken, and all cheſe my fins | caſt off, and take heed 
of : yet then again Iſometimes ſay to God, Icannot my ſelf 
be humbled, or break my heart, or caſt off fin, but | pray 
thee O Jeſas help me todoit. Again, ſometimes 1 confeſs 
this is trae, 1 cannot redeem my ſelf, nor deliver my felf, be- 
cauſe of all thefe my many fins; eruly, full is my heart of fin 
in every thing, all my thoughts, my words, my looks, my 
works are fall of fin; crue ww therefore 1 cannot deliver 

"1 BS my 


(36) _ 
my ſelf from fin ; Oh redeem thou my ſoul from Hel andtor- 
meat, forT like not to do it, with my own hand, therfore Ide. 

fire Jeſus Chriſt, that I may delightin him ; take thou me and 
my ſoul, becauſe thou haſt done Gods word, and: all good 
works for me, -and haſt procured pardon for all my fins, and 
haſt prepared pardon in Heaven, therfore I defire,Oh I deſire 
exte+” * but I ſomtimes think Chriſt doth not delight in me 
ecauſe I do much play the hypocrite, jbut if I truly beleeve 
then he will pardon, but truefaith I canaot work ; Oh Jeſus 


Chriſt help me, and give it me. 
pÞ+ÞÞ 
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Another who made (onfeſſion, is named Magus ; 
which is as followeth : 


Eretofore | beleeved not, that God made the world, 
but | thought the world was of it. ſelf, and all people 
grew up in the world of themſelves. When any bid me pray 
to God, I ſaid 1 cannot, and none of our Rulers beleeve 
orpray toGod; yetT went about to ſeek how to pray to 
God, I told the wiſe men, I ſeek how to pray to God, and 
all of them could not find how to pray to God. Afterward 

I had a deſire to pray God, leſt Iſhould loſe my ſoul, but m 
heart run away, and 1could not find how to pray to God, 
and therefore | thought of going away ; yetl alſo tboughe 
ifl do go away, | ſhall loſe my ground. But after this 1 
heard of Gods anger againſt me, and beleevedit ; for God 
made the firſt man good, and told him if he did well he 
ſhould live, and this day | beleeve all men ſhould do ſo: and 
then | thought | will pray as long as | live, and 1 will labor, 
becauſe Gods promiſe is, If we labor we ſhall eat; and I fee 
that that is a true word ; for they that do labor do eat | that 
ts,have wherewith to be fed ]I ſee that fin alwaies hath conti- 
aued, from the beginning of the world. I beleeve that word 
which God told Eve, That in ſorrow ſhe ſhould bring +00 
ildrea 


h (37) 
Children, and 1. ſee it ES be trae . I beleeve that 
: word of C 6d, that ſin brings mifery, 'and all ſhall die, be- 
*catife” By fin ; we break” al the” Commands of God + 1 
have been full of luſts, and thefts, &c. all my life, and all 
the time I have lived. I have done contrary to the Com- 
.mand of God, And Iam now grieved, now I hear of all my 
ſins: 1 beleeve Chriſt doth convert meto God, and he calleth 
Children, and old: men, and all men to tura unto God, and 
from their (ins; he calleth to ſorrow and repentance,and 
ever to beleeve in Chriſt; and who ever doth this, ſhall 
be ever bleſſed in Heaven ; but if hedo it not, he periſheth : 
- if he trun not from fin, dying, he ſhall go to Hell for ever. 
T think alſo, that ſo long as I five, God doth give me life. 
I beleeve that we ought to gather tmto a Church, to ſerve 
God as long as we live. But 1 do not know whether yet 
God hath pardoned my fins, or not; but I know Chriſt, and 
I know he hath already dyed for me, becauſe I cannot re- 
deem my ſelf. rr 
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Andther who made (onfeſſion, was named Poqua- 
' num; which was as followeth His firit 


Confeſſion, 


Great while ago the Enpliſh would tell me of God 
£ A. but I hated it, and would go-out of doors, when they 
fo ſpake unto me, and murmured at it. When the Indians. 
firſt prayed to God, I did not think there was a God, or that 
the Bible was Gods Book, but that wiſe men made it: 
When ſome prayed to God, I went with them, but 1 did not 
know God. Afterward my mind 'was changed thus far, 
Thar I defired to be wiſe, as others were, but yet 1 knew no- 
thing of God ; yea, after | prayed to God, I ſtill did 
think there was no God. Afterward 1 found this in my heart, 
Thatwe pray to God for our fouls ; then I thought all my 
ES: praying 


v 
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(38 
praying was nothing, becauſe I was fo fooliſh that | never 
thought of dying : but after, | learned, That all muft die, 
and good mens'ſouls go to. Heaven, and then 1 choughi of 
d and of my ſoul: bat oye) thought we prayed for 
norhing bur that our foul; mig) | 


| night go ry; xg I knew no- 
thing of Chriſt. But after, when che Children were Cate- 
chiſed, and taught the ten Commandements, | hearkned,and 
by them 1cametco know thatthere was a God; and thac abere 
.was {in againft God and hereby God made me to ſeeall wy 
fins, both before | prayed coGod, and fince; and 1 ſaw Gads 
anger again& me for my fins, before, and fince | prayed, be- 
cauſe ſometimes | camenot to the Meeting ; brake my word, 
regarded not my children, and1 fee fin in me, and aherfore 
| do greatly fear Godganger. 


— 
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_ Poquanum), | 
His Second (onfeſſion was 4s followeth : 


Efore | prayed ano God, -I greatly finned, I prayed «6 

4I many gods, and uſed Panwining, Adultery, Luſt Lying, 
and al other fins, and many were tay ſine, evil thoughts, e- 
vil words, and nothing elſe bur evil, hatred, and pride, and 
all fins againſt God, coveting other mens goods; when [I 
ſtole, I added lying to ir when | had done; I was very proud, 
I mach hated many men, and loved thew not becauſe I was 
angry with them; and thus Idid every day : I would ſlan- 
der my neighbors, great was my pride, I was dayly angry 
with my neighbors, my heart was alwaies full of ſuch waies. 
When theEoglith faid, Pray to God, I cared not for God, - 
becauſe I loved fin, nor did I defire chas God ſhould forgive 
my fin. Afterward lheard the word, That if we qruly.pray, 
mourn for ſin, caſt off fin, defireto heir the word, and beleeve 
in Chriſt, God will then pardon, and when he dieth Chriſt 
will lead him to Heaven : I much rejoyced to hear. of this 
So SEED a =» 


BOLT TIED. 3 is 
ard, Boy Tok traly balecte Ip Chrif, fe T'fal ft 
| Have pardon; -atid firff thought God wyHl not pardon me, 
becauſe I ill Ganed, But afterward I heard, That though 
we ſhoald pray as long as welive, and never fin more, yet 
that was of no valiie; but wemuftbeleeve in Chrift, elſe there 
ie no pardon; and this I rejoyced at, 
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Another who made. (ofeſſion, is named Nookau | 
which is as followeth.” Hi firſt Confeſſuon. 


I've years aga.befojel prayed 1:was fick,] thought 1 ſhould 
"die; at which 1 waz much croubled,. and Knew notwhac 

_ todo; then [thought if there be a God above, and he give 
life again, then | (hall belceve. there is a God above, and 
God did give-me. life : ;and after that 1cook up praying uo 
God. Now | beleeve God, one God chat made all the World, 
and governeth js,; yer this. only (aid with my mouth, 1did 
nor txuly beleeve is in my heart, Then I underfload, That 
God madethe firft man good, and like God, but he finned, 
and we haveloft Gods Image, and are like the Devil, and de- 
ſerve Hell and Damnation : this] now know, and ſee that! 
am fooliſh, and ſometime think not. of Gad in an whol day, 
ſametiime 1 do think of God every day ; ſometime wy bears 
reatly lingeth, then ſometime 1 prefently fear, but again 
ometimes 1 am flow 4a fear; 1 amyery fooliſh becauſel 
do not underfiand the Word, but break the Word of God. 
] beleeve the Catechiſm we learn to be according to the Word 
of God; bur che writings ofthe Bible are chevery Words of 
God, and the Spirit of God is the Word, and that God gi- 
yeth all cbings that ary | an | now fee my fins before! 
prayed unto God, and fince, and I beleeve that God ſeeth 
them all : and my heart fearech, becauſe 1 do not ya forſake 
wy fias, and | think God will not forgive me, _— wy 
cart 


OO OC 
heart ifwicked ; 1 know not when Chriſt forgiveth my fins} 
| Others may know, but | defire that my ſins may be pardone 

for Chriſt his ſake. | big) 10 
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Nookau, | 
+ . His Second (onfeſſion, ., _. 
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| | I prayed to God, I greatly finned every day, 1 wat 
AF proud,.and lived in adultery, lying, &c. and my heart 
aliwaies fill of evil thoughts; and when the Ecipliſh would in- 
ſtru& me, Ichen thought my waies evil, but che buſineſs of 
praying to God, good; then Idid think, 1f I could firſt un- 
derſtand, then I would pray to God, and I was glad to hear 
of any that did pray to God. WhenT heard thitt word at C@ 
hannet, Who ever lacketh Wiſdow,let him ack it of God ; let fools 
pray to God,' and he will give them wiſdom : I thought I 
was a fool, andI beleeved that Word of God. I heard that 
word of the dry bones, God bid them hear, and promiſed to 
put fleſh, and ſinews, ind in upon them,” and make them 
live ; therefore 1 defired to hear, becauſe I beleeved the dry 
bones, and that TL was one that did not know God : afterward 
Twas glad of praying to God. Sometimes I beleeved not 
God, and God will not look on ſuch, alwaies I thought God 
will not forgive me. _ I wondred at all that prayed to God, 
becauſe I thought God had given them wiſdom: then I 
thought I = ie F pray to God. Sometime my heart is bro- 
ken becauſe T ſhall loſe all inthis world, and loſe my foul alſo, 
becauſe | beleeve not, for all the Words of God are true 
which he hath taught me, Now this day 1 think 1 will con- 
feſs the truth ;' Becauſe' ! have ſinned; 1 want Jeſus Chriſt : 
and 1 will traly'confels God,” becauſe of that word' of Chriſt, 
He that confeſſeth mt before men, him will 1 confeſs before my Fas 
ther : 1, wonder atthis Inſtruftion,: I deſire to confeſs 'my 


heart, | ; NEC E: 
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* Another who made bus ; Conſeſtam i named De: 
upon whom the Lord was pleaſed the laſt Winter 
to lay an heavy ſtroke ; for be and another Indi« 
an being at work ſawing of Board, and finiſhing 
the Peece, they laidit ſo ſhort, and the Rowl not 
fo Predfaſt, inſomuch that this man being in the 

"Pit direFing to lay the Piece, and the other a: 
bove ordering thereof, it ſlipped down into the 

Pit upon this mans bead, brake his neather Chap 
in two, and cracked his Skull, inſomuch that he 
was taken up half dead, and almoſt ſtrangled with 
blood ; and being the laf day of the week at night 
T had no word until che Sabbath day, then I prez 
ſently ſent a Chyrurgtion,who took a diſcreet order 
with him ; and God ſo bleſſed his indeavors, as 

that be is now well again,. bleſſed be the Lord: : 
and whereas 1 did. fear that ſuch a blow in their 
Labor might diſcourage them from Labor, Thaye 
found it by Gods bleſSing otherwiſe ; yea, this 
man hath performed agreat part of the ſawing of 
our Meeting-Houſe, and is now ſawing upon the 


Schoal- -houſe, and his recovery ts an eſtabliſhment 
K& of: 


(42) 
of themtogo 0n; yea, and God bleſſed this blow, 
to help on the Work of Grace in bus ſoul; as you 
ſhall ſee in his ConfeſSion, which followeth. 


] | Fans | prayed to God lalwaies committed fin, but | ds 
not know all my ſins, | know bara little of the ſins 1 have 
committed, therefore | thought 1 could not pray to God, be- 
cauſe | knew not al my (ins before | prayed to God, and ſince | 
| heard of praying to God : formerly when the Engliſh did bid 
me pray unto God, 1 hated it, and would go out of their hou- 
ſes, when they ſpake of ſuch things to me. I had no delight 
ro hear any thing of Gods Word, but in every thing | ſinned; 
in my ſpeeches 1 finned, and every day | broke the Commands 
of God. After | heard of praying to God, that Faber and 
my two brothers prayed to God, yet then | deſired it not, but 
did think of running away; yet |feared,if | did run away ſome 
wicked 'men would kill me, but 1did not fear God. After 
when you ſaid unto me, pray, my heart thought, 1 will pray ; 
yet again |chought, | cannot pray with my heart, and no mat- 
ter for praying with words only : but when 1 did pray, | ſaw 
more of my fins ; yet[did bat only ſee them, could not be a- 
ware of them, bur ſtill 1 did committhem : and after 1 prayed 
to God, 1 was ſtill full of luſt, and then a little 1 feared. Some- 
times | was (ick, and'then | chonghe God was angry, and then 
| fawthat'l did commit all fins : then one of my brothers di- 
ed, and then my heart was broken, and after him another 
friend, and again my heart was broken: and yet after all this 
| broke my praying to God, and put away God, and then | 
thought | ſhall never pray to God : but after this | was afraid 
of the Lord, becauſel alwaies broke my praying to God, and 
then my heart ſaid, God doth not hear my prayer. Whenl 
vas ſick, and recovered again, | thought then that God was 
merciful untome. Hearing that word-of God, J7f you hear 
the Word of God, and be forgetful hearers, you ſin againſt Ged.; 
then | thought God will not pardon ſuch a ſinner as 1, who 
dayly did ſo,and broke my praying to God. When l heard the 
Comman- 


Commandements, 1 defired to Jearnthem, and other points of” 
Catechiſm, but my desires were but ſmall, and ſoon loſt it, 
becauſe 1 did not desire to beleeve : then ſometimes | feared 
Gods anger becauſe of al my sins ; 1heard the Word and un- 
derſtood only this word, All yeu that hear this day, it may be 
you ſhall quickly die, and then | quickly ſaw that God was very 
angry with me. Then God brake my head, and by that | faw 
Gods anger ; and then | thought that the true God in Hea- 
ven is angry with me for mysin, even for al my sins, which e- 
very day | live, | do. When |1 was almoſt dead, ſome body 
bid me now beleeve, becauſe it may be 1 ſhal quickly die, and 
| thought 1 did beleeve, but 1did not know right beleeving in 
Chriſt : then | prayed unto God to reſtore my health. Then 
| beleeved that word, That we muſt ſhortly appear before Jeſus 
Chriſt; then 1 did greatly fear leſt if I beleeved not, I ſhould 
periſh for ever. When I was neer death, Iprayed unto God, 
Oh Lord give me life, and I Will pray to God ſo long as I live,and 1 
faid, I will give my (elf, foul, and body to Chriſt : after this,God 
Save me health, and then Ithought, truly, God in Heaven is 
merciful ; then I much grieved, that I knew ſo little of Gods. 
Word. And now ſometimes I am angry, and then I fear be- 
cauſe I know God ſeeth it; and I fear, becauſe 1 promiſed 
God when I was almoſt dead, that if he giveth me life, I 
will pray ſo long asT live; I fear leſt 1 ſhould break this pro- 
miſe to God. Now T deſire the pardon of all my fins, and I 
bes faith in Chriſt, and Idefire to live unto God, ſo long as I 
live ; I cannot my ſelf get pardon, but Idayly commit fin, 
and break Gods Word, but I look to Chriſt for pardon, 
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Another who made His Confeſſion is Hamed 
Owuſlumag; which is. as followeth : ; 


When I firſt heard that 3abar prayed to God, and 
-* * orthar mavy more prayed.  Tirft feared praying: 
| 4 19) 


44) 
to-God,and inftrucion,and I hated inftruttion by the Word 
of God, and alwaies | laughed at them who prayed to God ; 
and | alwaies thought 1 will yet more commit fin : and | went 
into the Country, and there IaRed much luſt, adultry, and 
the like, and all my Neighbors, we did together ſeek after 
wickedneſs, and every day | was proud, and ofhigh oropen 
eyes. When ſome of my neighbors began to pray, I went a- 
way into the Country, but 1 could find no place where 1 was 
beloved. Then | heard, That when beleevers die, they £0 to 
Heaven, when sinners die they go to Hel; and my heart consi- 
dered, What good will it be if my ſoul go to Heaven ? Bur 
two years ago, I began to think, I had finned againſt God ; 
and then ſomtimes 1 feared, yet again ſinned ; but my fear was 
of man, not of God : Then ever my heart ſaid | ſhould be 
better, if l would pray to God, and ſomtimes | beleeved that 
which | was taught, yet again, laſt year, | ſought to go 
away afar off, but I could think of no place, but I ſhould 
be indanger to be killed. "Then again I much remembred 
my ſins: and again I thought, What will become of me, if 
I die in my (ins? and then I thonght it was good for me to 
pray unto God ſo ſong as I live ; and then my heart turned 
to praying unto God, and I did pray, and my hezrt feared 
whenT heard the word read and tavghc, and I was glad to 
hear the Word of God ; and then I purpoſed to pray- 
as long as I live. Sometime I did dayly ſee my ſins, and 
fear, for [cannot get pardon, only in Jeſus Chriſt. Then 1 
heard that word, Irbaxnk thee oh Heavenly father, that thou 
haſt revealed theſe things to babes ; and that word,that we muſt 
forgive each other : then! ſaw that | beleeved not one word 
from Chriſt, not any word of God; and dayly my heart 
wept, that Chriſt might pardon all my ſins againſt God 
and Chriſt : and now unto this day my heart ſaith ;1 desire 
the.good waies of praying to God,. but I cannot know them 
of my ſelf, but Jefus Chriſt muſt teach me them. WhenT 
heard, That only Chriſt muſt pardon our ſins, and that for 
Chriſt God will pardon our ſins, this day I rejoyce to hear 
that word of God, and all that Chriſt hath taught me: and 
now I purpoſe, That while I live, Iwillpray unto God, and 
Jelus 


4 


Jeſus Chriſt only : -and this day I ſee I cannot know how to 
find good thonghts ; but this day I deſire pardon for all my 
fins, and to caſt them away. 
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Another who made ( onfeſſion, 5 named Ephraim, 
his. Indian Name I have forgotten. It ts as 
followeth: | 


/ Þ LE thedaies I have lived, Thave been in a poor fooliſh 
condition, Icannot tell all my fins, all my great fins, I 
do not ſee them, When I firſt heard of praying to God, I 
could not ſleep quietly, I was ſo troubled, ever I thought 1 
would ſorſake the place becauſe of praying to God, my life 
hath been like as if I had been a mad man. Laſt yeer I 
thought I would leave all my fins, yetI ſee I do not leave off 
{inning to this day ; Inow think I ſhall never be able to for- 
ſake my ſins. I think ſometimes the Word of God is falſe, 
yet I ſee there is nq giving over that I might follow ſin, I muſt 
pray to God ; Ido nottruly in my heart repent, and I think 
that God wil not forgive me my fins ; every day my heart fin- 
neth, and how will Chriſt forgive ſuch an one? I pray but 
outwardly with my mouth, not with my heart; I cannot of 
my ſelf obtainpardon of my fins : I cannot tell all the fins that 
I have done if I ſhould tell you an-whol day together : I do 
every morning defire that my fins may be pardoned by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; this my heart ſaith, but yet I fear I cannot forſake 
my ſins, becauſe I cannot ſee all my fins: I hear, That if we 
repent and beleeve in Chriſt, all our ſins ſhall be pardoned, 
therefore I defire.to leave off my ſins. 
This poor Publican was the laſt which made his Confeſſion 
before I tead them unto the Elders, and the laſt of them 
I ſhall now publiſh, T will ſhut np theſe Confeſfions 
with the Confeſſion (if I may ſo call it) or rather with 
the Expreſſion, and manifeſtation of faith, by two lircle 
| Infants 
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Infants, of two yeers old , and-npward, under three 
| yeers of age when they died and departed out of this 
world. | 
The Story is this, 
i Spring, in the beginning of the yeer, 1652. the Lord 
was pleaſed to affliQ ſundry of our praying Indians with 
_ that prievous diſeaſe of the Bloody-Flux, whereof ſome with 
great tormentsin their bowels died ; among which were two 
litcle Children of the age above-ſaid, and at that time both in 
one houſe, being together taken with that diſeaſe. The firſt 
of theſe Children in the extremities of its torments, lay crying 
to God in theſe words, God and eſs Chriſt, God and Jeſus 
Chriſt help me; and when they gave it any thing to ear, it 
would greedily take it (as it is uſual at the approach of death) 
but firſt it would cry to God, 0h God and Feſws Chriſt, bleſs it, 
and then it would takeit: and in this manner it lay calling 
upon-Gol and Jeſus Chriſt untill it died : The mother of this 
Child alſo died of that diſeaſe, at that time. The Father of 
the Child told me this ſtory, with great wonderment at the 
Srace of God, in teaching his Child ſo to call upon God, The 
—_ of the Father is N:/5obkow, whoſe Confeflion you have 
cfore. pL | 


Three or four daies after,another Child in the ſame houſe) 
fick of the ſame diſeate, was (by a divine hand doubtleſs ) ſen. 


| fable of the approach of death, (an unuſual thing at that ape 
and called to its Father, and faid, Father, 1 am going to God; 
ſeveral times repeating it, 7 am going to God, The mother (as 
- other mothers uſe to do) had made for the Child a little Baſ- 
ket, a little Spoon, and a little Tray : theſe things the child 
' was wont to be greatly delighted withal (as all children will) 
therefore in the extremity of the torments, they ſet thoſe 
things before it, a little to divert the mind, and cheer the ſpi- 
rit : but now, the child takes the Basket, and puts it away,and 
faid, I will leave my Basket behind me, for T am going 10 God, 7 
| Will leave my Spe0n and Tray behind me (putting them away ) 
for Tam geing to God : and with theſe kind of expreſſions, the 
fame night, finiſhed its courſe, and died. 
The Father of this child is named Rehin Speer, whoſe Con- 
| Fo feſlions 
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feſſions you have before, and in one of them he maketh men- 
gion of this child thatdied io faich. When he related this 
ſtory to me, he ſaid, He could not tell whether the ſorrow for 
the death gf his child, or the joy for its faith were greater, 

Theſe Examples are a teſtimony, That they teach their chil- 
dren the knowledg and fear of God, whom they now call up- 
on ; and alſothatthe Spirit of God co-worketh with their 
;</anpg who teacheth by man, more than-:man is able to 

Os, BY | 

I have now finiſhed all that I purpoſe to publiſh at this 
time; the Lord give them Acceptance in the hearts vf his 
Saints, to engage them the more to pray for them ; and Oh! 
that their judgings of themſelves, and breathings after Chriſt, 
might move others (that have more means than they have, bur 
_ as yet regard it not) to do the like, and much more abun- 


dantly. 
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